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quire the employment of a number of complete and efficient 
general agents, whose duty it shall be to canvass fully the ep. 
tire connection, mainly for the purpose of completing the ep- 
dowment, but at the same time collecting interest and notes 
already due, as they may have opportunity without bein 
diverted from their main work. Your committee believe that 
it would be injudicious to employ general agents to traye| 
extensively for the collection of interest or notes to the:En- 
dowment Fund. In many instances the agents’ traveling 
expenses would amount to more than the sum collected. 


for the collection of interest may be established without 
much, if any, expense to the church. We would therefore 


recommend that measures be immediately taken to establish 
such agencies. 


- There is another subject to which your attention is called. 
It is well known that considerable controversy has taken 


lace in reference to the transfer of Adrian College to the 


ethodist Church. The facts in the case are imperfectly un- 
derstood by many of our people, and your Committee are of 


the opinion that the publication by officzal action and author- 
aly of the | 


inspire the Church with greater confidence in the success of 
our present educational enterprise. We would, therefore, 
recommend that such an official publication be made. 


7 


In conclusion, your committee would congratulate the Con- 


ference and the Church at large upon the fact that, in the 


providence of God, we are. permitted to have under our care 


and control such a noble Institution as Adrian College, 


Where our sons and daughters, unde: the instruction and 
watchful care of a competent and accomplished Faculty, 


may receive the highest education, and be prepared to go 
forth and bless the world. 


Joun Scort,.Ch’n. 
DOCUMENT P. 
ITEM PERTAINING TO EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITY. 


Resolved, That while the Editor should carefully guard the col- 
umns of the paper against all improper personalities, offensive 
ppithets and vituperations, that may be occasionally engendered 


y correspondents amid the heat ot controversy—yet, itis our 0 in- 
ion that the liberty of the press, referred to in Article VIII. Sec- 
tion 9, of the Con 


stitution, secures to the several Annual Confer- 
ences the ri 


ght to the publication of such parts of their doings as 
may be especially forwarded for such purpose. 


It is believed that in a majority of instances local agencies — 


official papers connected with this transfer, would | 
do much to\remove misapprehension from many minds, and 
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MINUTES. 


Fist Day--Morning Session. 


Pa., May 1%, 1871. 


Pursuant to provision of Discipline, the Ministers and 
- Laymen constituting the Second General Conference of the 
Methodist Church, assembled for the transaction of business 
in the First Church, Pittsburgh, Wednesday, May 17, 1871.: 
The Secretary of the previous Generali Conference, H. B. 

Knight, called the body to order, when, on motion of Wm. 
— Collier, Francis H. Pierpont, of West Virginia, was elected 

President pro tem., who called on J. 8. Thrap to conduct the 
opening religious services. Bro. Thrap then read the twelfth 
chapter -of Romans, gave out to be sung the 129th hymn, : 
and led in prayer. 
Conference then to ascertain who were entitled 
to seats, and appointed C. Gray, H. Cassell and the Secreta- 
_ ry, a committee to receive and report on credentials. The 


_ committee, after deliberation, repre the following as en- 
titled to seats : 


York District. 


| Jd. D. Dy... ‘Lewis Jounson,* 
J, H. Rosinson. Canvin 
: Onondaga District. 
Genesee District. | 
E. A. Wueat. | ALEXANDER Cary. 
sid ew J ersey District, | 


E. D. Sturrz. J. M. Brown.* 
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North Illinois District 


“W. H. d0RDANy—— MuLvaNE, 


South Illinois District. 


N orth iowa District. 
LAM Purvis, (deceased.) 'T. B. Carpenter. 


Nebraska District. 
: _ SOUN M. Youne.* ALANSON JONES.* 
SAMUEL Youxe.* F. W. JOuNSON.* 


North Missou istrict. 


‘ Tennessee and North Georgia District. 


‘Those marked With a star were e absent. 

 Refort adopted.’ 

Bros. Brown and Collier then sug that the Confer- 
“ance raise Committees on the following subjects : 

Legislation ;. 2. Executive Duties ; * Judiciary; 4. 
Bowidaries: of: Conference Districts; 5. Book Concern; 6. 


“1g Missions, Foreign and Domestic ; M4, Publication of 


“On motion of Wn. Collier, the pastors of our churches i in 


_- ae city, Allegheny and Birmingham, were constituted the 


on Religious Services. 


| 


M. P. QUINN, M.D. GEORGE Srour. 
Jowa District. | 
| Joun M. Murrny, 
oW. HUDDLESTON, David PAprrson,* 


Literary’ Institutions ; 7. Fraternal Visitations and 
ations; 8. Religious. Services; 9. Temperance ; 10. Minis- 
terial Education ;11. Methodistic Union ;12. Sunday Schools; 
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Worth Carolina District, 
Ministers. | | aymen 


W. M. Kern. _wW. A. MoCaxt, * 
| Pennsylvania District. 
AMIN R. SMITH. S. 
| Pittsburgh District. 
GEOGRE Brown, D. Hon.. F H. Prerpoyt, 
WILLIAM COLLIER, D. D., Hon. F. H. CoLutrr, 
Joun Scott, D. D., G. W. Poeur, 
ALEXANDER CuaRK, Tomas F. Scorn, 
Peter T. M. D., Benson Forpycr, 
Horace B, Kyran, A.M. Rinrnart. 

HasTINGS, LEwIs Brownine, 
Sprincer, D.D., Henry 
J.C. Oaxe,. . J.B. Haminros,. 
JOSEPH H. HAMIL Ton. Hanrsoox, 

Opio District. 
W.R. Parsons, | THoMPsoN Dovenass, 
Tuomas B. GranaM, James M. JOuNSON, 
JonaTHan M. Froop, M. D., .Taomas J. Fincy, 

§. B. Surra, HamMinton, 
Martin V. B. Evans. Murrny. 
Asa Manan, D.D., UOOLEY,* 
H. BAKEWELL. Harmon C OwEN.* 
‘Western Michigan District. 
JOHN Kost, L. ig E. 
 JosepH Habu. 
North Indiana District. 
R. Hussry.* | A. D. 
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preachers’ Meeting of Pittsburgh, was sreferred to Committee 


on Book Concern. 
On motion of Wm. Collier, the. following ‘question was 


to the Judiciary Committee: 
- What relation, if any, does a member or minister with a 


letter of withdrawal in his hand sustain to the church or Con- . 


“ference of which he was member? 
After giving out notices, | awe adjourned, Prayer 


py Jd. M. Flood. 


Seoond Day--Moming Session. 
| | THURSDAY, May’ 18, 1871. 


“Religious services conducted by N. R. Swift. 
The committee to nominate the Standing g Vommitices, re- 
ported through John Burns, as follows: 

1. On Legislation.—George Brown, M. B. Euans, J ohn 
Kost, J. Wells, T. B. Carpenter. 

2. Executive.—C. Gray, E. A. Wheat, T. Douglass. 

3. Judiciary.—John Burns, E. S. Hoagland, H. Cassell. 

4. Boundaries.—S. S. Thrap, E. D. Stult is, R. Mount, Wm. 
McFarland, J. M. Johnson. 

5. Book Concern.—John Scott, H. Stackhouse, N. R. Swit, 
UC, Link, H. E. H.Hartsock. 

6. Literary Institutions.—J. J. Smith, J. M. Flood, T. J. 
inch, J. R. Mulvane, J.C. Ogle. | 

7. Fraternal Visitations and Communications —William 
Hastings, H. Ure, A. D. Whitford, G. Stout, S; M. Gentry. 

8. R. Smith, R. A. Bathuray, J. Hi. Robin- 
son, W. Hawkins, D. Eddy. 

4. Ministerial. Education.—J. H, ‘Hamilton, T. B. Graham, : 
Springer, J. W. Bush, J.B. Hamilton. 
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Session. 


Religious exercises conducted by C. Gray. . 
“ Took up the order of the day, the election of Permanent of. 
ficers. 

Wm. Collier nominated F. H. Pierpont; W. H. Jordan 
nominated C. Gray, and J.S. Thrap nominated J ohn Burns, 
Chair called Dr. Brown to preside. 

Whole number of oh cast, 63 ; ; necessary to a choice, 32: 
F. H. Pierpont had 33; C. Gray had 13; J ohn Burns had. 15; 
George Brown had 1; T. B. Graham had 


F. H. Pierpont having received a majority of the whole 


was declared duly elected, and conducted to me chair by Geo, 


Brown. 


The President elect in a few well-timed remar rks, tendered 


his thanks for the honor conferred, suggesting that it was 


without precedent in this country, so far as he knew, that a 
layman should occupy the position assigned him. 


Proceeded to the election of two Secretaries. H. B. iting 
and J. R. Mulvane were then elected. 


“On motion, Alexander Clark, C.Gray and J: Burns wereap- _ 


pointed a committee on Rules of Order. i 


_C.Gray, on’ behalf of said committee, made report which 
was read and adopted. 


The committees suggested at the morning session were then 


‘ordened. and at the request of the chair, a committee of seven. 


to nominate said committees wasordered.' 


Gray, North Illinois Conference; J. J. ‘Smith, New 


York; George Brown, Pittsburgh ; J. 'W. Bush, Missour' ; 

gy Graham, Ohio ; Daniel Eddy, Onondaga; John Burns, 

Muskingum ; were elected as said Nominating Committee. 
Wm. Collier moved that a special committee on Finance 


be appointed: Carried. Bros. Collier Murphy and Finch 
‘ were constitued such committee. 


R. A. Bathurst moved that a committee of five on chureh 


iixtension be appointed. 


J. Kost on behalf of. himself offered : a paper, . which 3 was re- 
céived and referred to the committee od Methodistic Union. 


A paper offered by Wm. Collier, as a petition from the 
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 {owa and North Iowa Conferences was submitted by Wm. 
- Remsburgh and referred to Committee on Boundaries. 
John Scott asked release from the Committee on Book 

(oncern. Not granted. | 
Adjourned. Frayer by W. Smith of the M.E. Chureh. 


Afternoon Session. 


Religious services conducted Smith. 
On motion of H. B. Knight, R. Rose, the Ceicseusnndttios 
Secretary of the Board of Missions was invited to read his 
quadrennial Report. (See Appendix, Document b.) Refer- 
red to Committee on Missions. 

 * RB. Rosealso read the final action of the Misstoniry Board, 
which on motion, was referred to the Committee on Legisla- 
I. Stackhouse on behalf of the Indiana Conference sub- 
mitted several propositions looking to changes in the 
Constitution and REPS: Read and referred to the appro- 
priate committee. 


° 


The Book Agent, A. H. Bassett, tae leave to read his quad- : 


rennial Report. Received an@ referred to. committee Ov» 
Book Concern. (See Appendix, Decument c.) : 
J. Kost, on behalf of Western Michigan Conference, pre- 


sented a paper suggesting changes in the Censtitution. and : 


. Discipline. Referred to appropriate committee.s 


J. M. Flood presented like propositions from Ohio Con-._ 


ference. Also, H. Ure from Onondaga Conference. Read. - 
and referred to same committees. 


The name of A. S. Elliott, alternate of E.S. Brown, minis- . 


terial delegate from Towa Conference was reported and en- 
rolled. 
John Scott presented to the Conference certain papers 
from the Elm Street Printing Company of Cincinnati, which 

- were read and referred to the committee on Book Concern. 
On motion of Wm. Coltier, H. B. Knight was added to the 
committee on Missions. 
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10. M sthodistec Tnion-—W.H. Jordan, W. 4. 
W. Motz, d. Bartholomew, A. Cary. ra. 


Sunday Schools.—Jd.H. Luse, W. Remsburgh, W. Rin. 
hart, T. F. Scott, L. Browning. _ 
12. Missionary.—Wm. Collier, A. Mahan, Ww. Huddiestos, 
+.C. Murphy, A. D. Amos, Wm. Kers, 5. M. Lowden, 


Tnstruetions from the several Annual Conferences we, 
then called for, and presented, as follows: 


J. Kost, on behalf of certain citizens of Adrian, presented 
a paper regarding the change of place for holding sobs Gren- 
ference, which was referred to special committee. : 

E.S. Hoagland then intreduced a proposition for changes. 
subject to the inquiry as to the power to act thereon. Referred 
to Executive Committee. | 

R. Rose, Corresponding Sesretary of the Board of Missions, 
offered through N. R. Swift, a memorial from the North Car- 


olina Mission Distyict. Read and referred to Committee on 
Missions. 


The President then appointed, 2 aS a special eommittee on 


the subject of the memorial from Adrian, C. Gr ay, d. J Smith, 
and T.F. Scott. 


Parsons the following 


Resolved, That a committee of five be by the Pr 
on Femate Ordination in the Methodist Church. 


The name of Geo. W. Pogue was ordered enrolled as the — 
alternate of John Redman, deceased, of Pittsburgh District. 
The committee on Female was announced as 
follows: W. R. Parsons, E. Williams, J. M. Flood, d. J. 
Smithand J.C. Murphy. 

J.S.Thrap, Agent of Adrian College, aoked leave and sub- 
mitted his report. of the history and financial condition | of 
said instiution during his agency. 


_ Received and referred to the Committee on Literary Insti- 
tutions. (See Appendix, Document 

Wm. Collier moved that a committee on Annval Conter- 
ence J ournals be appointed. Carried. N. R. Swift, H. Cas- 
sell and J. H. Robinson constituted such committee. 


A paper in  Teference to the boundary line between the. 
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‘tg removal to Pittsburgh or Cincinnati, conditioned upon 
the making such proposals thereafter. 
‘Resolved, That we refer the whole question back to the General 


Conference at its next Session, for such action as its wisdum may 
direct. 


Resolved, That white regretting our failure to be able to meet the 
expectation excited by our appointment. we expect all to rally toa 


more vigorous support of our weekly organ and the fecha tr of books 
published by the Concern. 


‘The President then shitiounced as the special committeeon _ 
‘Church Extension, as follows: W. H. J ordan, M. ‘Y«. ‘iB. 
Euans, R. A. Bathurst, J. W. Bush, W. Hawkins. on 
On motion of H. B. Knight, the committee on Ministerial 
Education was instructed to consider the propriety of adding - 
'T.H. Colhouer’s book to the course of study for under grad- 
‘nates for the ministry. 
J. H.. Hamilton offered the following: | 
WuereEas, The Discipline page 76, head of Du- 
ties of Trustees,” item 5, says: “In case any station or soci- 
ety shall become extinct by deaths, removals, or otherwise, . 
the property,” etc. ; and, ss 
Wuerzas, The word “extinct” is subject. to various con- 
structions i in its application to our economy ; therefore, 


Resolved, That it is important that the Discipline should define 
precisely what is by bane term “extinct, to. Commit- 
tee on Legislati 


Wn. ig on behalf of the Pittsburgh,. R. A. Bathurst, 
of North Missouri, and J. M. Johnson, of the Ohio, E. D..— 
Stultz, of the New Jersey Conferences, presented proposi- 
tions for changes of Constitution and Discipline. Read and 
referred to the appropriate committees. 


A paper offered by Geo. Brown and others was read and 
referred to the Judiciary Committee.  - 

On motion of N. R. Swift, a Committee on 1 Statistics, to 
consist of three, was constituted, as follows: A. H. Bassett, 
(honorary) H. C. Hamilton and J. M. Johnson. | 

A. Mahan and G. B. McElroy were invited to make such 
reports and statements in regard to Adrian College as they 
judge desirable for the information of this body. — 
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A communication from the church at East Liverpool, O., 
vas read and referred to the committee on Boundaries. 


-W. H. Jordan presented a request from North Illinois Oon- 
erence on the subject of ee ‘Read and referred 
o Committee on Legislation. | 


J. M. Flood presented the action ofthe Ohio Conference 
n reference to the removal of the Book Concern by the Com- 


issioners appointed by the last General Conference. Re- 
erred to Committee on Book Concern. 


The following resolution was offered by J. i. Hamilton, 
nd referred to the appropriate commitiee, viz: 


Resolved, That the committee ou Legislation be instructed to in- 
uire whether the change of name from Methodist Pr otestant to that 
if Methodist Church, does not require a more particular statement 
f the steps taken to bring about that change, with the view of more 
illy assisting in litigations inrelation to church property. 


On motion of Geo. Brown, F. H. Collier was added to the 
fudiciary committee. 


Adjourned. Prayer by K. A. Wheat. - 


Third Day—-Moraing 


FRIDAY, May 19, 1871. 
Religious exercises conducted by W. R. Parsons... 


Reports were then called for; when the Commissioners 
pointed by our previous General Conference, on the sub- 
ct of the removal of the Book Concern, reported as follows: 
Wuereas, No one of the localities named to us by the 
eneral Conference has made any proposals of money or real 


state, this Commission as a consideration among others of 
cating our Book Concern therein ; and, 


WHEREAS, The Commission could not agree to authorize 
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between traveling and unstationed ministdrs. Read and re- 
forred to Legislative Committee. 
Wm. Collier presented a paper in referende to the Confer- 
ence rel tion of Sixth Street Chureh, Cincinnati. Received 
and referred to Committue on Boundaries. 

M, V. B. Kuans, on Vainers of himself and J. M. Flood pre- 
sented the following 

Wuereas, The Tart has graciuusly preserved the 
Rév. Gee. Brown, D. D., to a good old age to bless the world | 
and the church ; and, 
Wuereas, The greater part of his ministerial life has been - 
devoted to the building up of liberal Methodism in this — 
country, even from the very organization of the Methodist 
(Protestant) Church until now ; and, 

WueEREas, We highly esteem and. honor him as among the 
worthy Fathers of our denomination, of ability, whose ex- 
cellent sayings and sermons should not be lost. Therefore, 


Resolved, That itis the sense of this Conference, that we greatly de- 
gire to have a volume of his sermons and essays published, and that 
a committee of two be appointed by the Conference to r equest the ven- 
erable Doctor, if his remaining strength wil justify, to prepare and 
have published a volume of his sermons. | 
When, on motion, the brethren signing such paper were 
constituted the committee called for therein. | 5 

W. R. Parsons and J. M. Flood offered the following 
That this Conference and its friends in this city and vicini- 
ty, meet on Wednesday evening of next week to holda — 
social union ; and that the President name the plane. and pre- 
side. Carried. 

It was also voted that the Sacrament of the Lor 8 Supper 
be administered on Monday evening in this house, and that 
Geo. Brown and such others a: hemay desire to assist, con- 
duct such service. 

A paper signed by by Wm. Collier and John Seott en the 
subject of Methodistic Union, was presented, read. and re- 
ferred to the committee on such subject. | 
_ J.B. Walker, Corresponding Secretary of the Ministerial , 
Educational Society, on leave then read his quadrennial Re- — 
port, ‘Gee Referred to the 
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Propositions from the New York Conference by J. 
Smith for amending Section 6 of Constitution. 
referred. 

Also, a question in “hogan to licentiates, by Wm. Rems. 
burgh, of the Conference. 
Also, changes in regardto “form for receiving embers,” 
by W. Hl. Jordan, of the North Lilinois 
The Treasuer of the Board of Publication, J.G. Evans, 
submitted his Report, which was read and referred to Com. 
mittee on Book Concern. (See Appendix, Document €.) 

J. H. Robinson of the New York Conference, submitted 
an addition to the Second Division of General Confer- 
ence Rules, the words: “That each support the cause of God 
as his ability will allow.” Referred. 


The Committee on Religious Services repor ted their draft 


Read ang 


| signing ministers to over forty places of worship. 

S. B. Smith, on behalf of the Ohio Conference, offered its 
action on the subject of church Referred. 
Thrap moved the following 

Resolved, That the Committee on Institutions be 


hereby are.instructed to nominate the names of fifteen persons to act 


as Trustees of Adrian College, in place of those whose terms of otiice 
expire with the present apiaptee Conference. 


Referred to Committee on Literary Institutions. 
P. Weaver, lay representative of Onondaga Conference, 


on account of death in his family... 


Also, A. S. Elliott, of lowa Conference, on to-morrow. 
Adjourned. Prayer by Sister M. A. S. Bradford. 


Afternoon Session. 


alled to ascertain the representations of the Conferences re- 
spectively. 


W.M. Kerr, of the North Carolina ne ee presented 
the action of his Conference on the subject of distinctions 


for the Sabbath labors by the members of the Conference, as- 


was voted leave of absence from and after present session, 


Religious exercises conducted by M. ‘Vv. B. Roll 
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Afternoon Session, 


Religious services conducted by A. W. Motz. 

Reports were then called for but none were announced. 

Pp. T. Laishley, through H. B. Knight, presented the fol- 
lowing: Can an Annual Conference strike an acceptable itin- 
erant’s name from the Conference roll without his consent, 
by returning him to the unstationed list? H. B. Knight 
added, When a minister is returned as above, who, if any, 
one, shall give him a letter of standing in order to connect 

with a local charge? Referred to Judiciary Committee. 

Rev. J. G. Bruce, fraternal delegate appointed by the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church was in- 
troduced and invited to an honorary seat. 

Took up the papers hitherto presented and on file. No. 1 
being areport of Executive Committee. Part first was read 
relating to the election and ordination of men to the minis- 
try. After some discussion, the portion relating to the giv- 
ing certificates was laid onthe table. | 

Second part, relating to a change in paragraph 10 of Section 
7, of Discipline, page 55 read, and on motion adopted as a 
substitute, as follows: After the word “examination” 
in first line (p. .55,) and: “Upon whose recommendation he 
may be elected by the Annual Conference, and ordained in 
the interval of Conference, as provided in the Discipline ; 
and provided further that the President shall be chalravan of 
the committee. 

Wm. Collier offered a paper from Northern Kansas, which 
was referred to Committee on Missions. (Above paper was | 
a petition for a new Conference for that section.) 

Monday, 2 p. m. was fixed upon as the time to listen to the 
fraternal delegations from the Methodist Protestant General 
Conference, and the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Adjourned. Prayer by Gray. 


Fifth Der Morning 
Monpay, May 22, 1871. 
Religious exercises conducted by G. B. McElroy. 
Reports of committees were then called for. John Burns, 
\ 
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whites on Minister al Education ; also, the resolutions ate 
companying. 


Resolutions were presented from the North Carolina Con- 
ference on the subjects of Union, Church _— etc. Read 
and referred to appropriate committees. 
Adjourned. Prayer by J. L. Simpson. 


4 


"Fourth Day~Moruing Session. 
SATURDAY, Max 20, 1871, 


Religious exercises conducted by S. B. Smith. 

- Reports of committees were called for. 

C. Gray, from Executive Committee, submitted that the 
Discipline, page 70, be changed as to giving certificates te 
members, and on pages 54 and 55, as to examination and or- 
dination of men, ad interim of the Conferences. Adopted. 

John Burns, from Judiciary Committee, reported in favor of | 
changes on pages 73-75 of Discipline. Received.  - 

The fraternal delegation from the Methodist Protestant 
General Conference, Revs. J. T. Murray and Thomas McCor- 


mick, were introduced and invited to honorary seats, Also.. 
T. W. Ewing, Book Agent at Baltimore. 


Coinmitiee on Legislation reported. 


N. R. Swift, from Committse on Annus! Conference Jour- 
nals, reported. 


A paper submitted py Alexander Clark on the subject of 
Church Statistics. Read and referred to Committee on Leg- 
islation. 


H. Stackhouse presented a paper ‘suggesting certain changes 
in Discipline, by way of questions to be answered in Annual 


Conferences on passage of pastoral character. Referred to 
Committee on Legislation. 


Notices were then given out, when Conference adjourned. 
Prayer by J.D. Herr. 
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vaised on behalf of houses of worship, ‘repairs of such, ‘and for 
‘eurrent ‘expenses consequent upen wership, shall be con- 
trolled by the Board of Trusteés of such building, subject te 
the direction of the members worshiping therein.” Adopted. 

‘Committee further reported, that the words “and appoint 
a prosecutor,” be added atend of paragraph ph 2 Seetion 4, 
page 42. Adopted. | 

The Judiciary Committee the following ques= 
tions sent ug by the North with the 

1. Hasa church the right Pe receive members into its ‘CcOTh= 
munion without baptism, who are not willing to receive the 


ordinance from conscientious scruples? Amswer— Yes. 


9. Are we to respect all who can not conscientiously re- : 
ceive this ordinance, but otherWise approve our dectrines | 
and government, and desire to be ‘connected hen ws ? An- 
| 0. 


Committee on 1 Legislation further reported through M. V. 
B. Euans, | Received and placed wn file. 

Also the Committee on Ministerial Education, through 
J.H. Hamilton. Received and placed on file, 

Several questions in the form ofa petition from ministers 
and members outside the General Conference, on the subject 
of infant baptism and infant church membership were pre- 
sented and referred the Executive Committee. 

Committee on Legislation reported further. Received, 
_ discussed, and finally referred to Executive Committee. 
Geo. Brows and Wm. Collier were appointed to respond to 
the delegation from the Methodist Episcopal Chureh; and 
Bros, Springer, Bassett and. Pierpont to that from the Meth- 
odist Protestant General Conference. 
Bro. Carpenter offered the following : 


WHEREAS, God i in. his Providence, has seen fit remove By 
death, prier to its segsion, Bros. Purvis, of North Iowa Con- 
ference, O. R. Carlton, of the Missouri Conference, John 
Redman, of the Pittsburgh Conference, and Alanson Jones, 
of the Nebraska Conference, delegates to; t this General Con- 
ference ; ; therefore, 


‘ 
| 


Frown Executive, ist. That after the word “church” 
add, “and that the repert of the committee on pastoral] rela. 
tions shall be submitted for its supervision.” 


2nd. In reply to the question, “Can an Annual Conference 


strke an itinerant’s name fram the Conference rell aud place 
Him on the unstationed list? “No.” 


8rd. Who, ifany one, shall give a letter to such as may be 
returned to unstationed listin order to connect with a local 
charge? Answer—The Secretary of an Annual Conference. 
B. R. Smith, on Temperance, submitted as follows: 
‘Wuereas, The misery, poverty, degradation and death 
caused by Intemperance, the great and growing sin of our 
mation should rouse the church to more vigorous opposition 
to the accursed traffic in intoxicating drinks. Therefore, 
Resotved, That we reaffirm the teaching of Methodism on the in- 
iquitous practice of indulgence i in the use of alcoholic liquors, and 
that we recommend to our preachers every where to use whatever 


influence they have, both in and ont of the pulpit, to lessen and de- 


stroy this pest ané@ curse of society, which is destreying our Toe | 
men and sapping the foundations of our Republic. 


Resolved, That it is the. duty of the entire Licliahdlgtte of our | 
| church to se identify mselves with all legitimate efforts put forth 


“inthis great and geod fcause, and to so labor for its success that our 
ehurceh itself shall becdine what the ¢ great founder of our common 


Methodism designed and abored for, ihe of the most efficient Tem: 
perance organizations in the land. 


Report adopted. 


Committee on New Hymn Book, through Alexander 
Clark, reported. Received and referred to a select committee 


of three, consisting of A. Graham and. Car- 
penter. 


- Took up paper } No. o. 2, .clating to changes in Section 16 
items 12, ,3, etc. Read and adopted as follows: 

ist. It shall be the duty of the stewards of a station, cir- 
Cait or mission, to receive and take an exact aecount of all 
| monies raised for benevolent purposes and for the support 
of the Gospel; to pay the pastors quarterly, or oftener if 
necessary, out of funds raised therefor; to meet all contin- 
gent expenses including those of the vemnaeiiaa of pastor to a 
charge, and to male, etc., (as now stands.) Add, “All monies 
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that it be referred back to the committee, with instructions 
to provide that the General Board shall only work outside 


| organized Conferences. 
= Motion of reference was withdrawn and substituted byo one 
to lie on the table, which was carried. 


The hour of 3 0 ‘clock to-morrow p. m., was fixed upon to 


hear the. Representatives from 
Church. | 


Wm. chairman of on Sabbath- 


schools reported as follows: (See Poenment g-) 
Read and filed. 


Prayer by J. W. Bush.. 


TUESDAY, May 23, 1871. 


Religious’ exercises by J. i. Hamilton. 

Suspended the order of the day, the receiving of reports 
in order to act on the Report on Temperance submitted yes- 
terday. Thereport was then read and adopted. ° (See Min- 
utes of yesterday.) 

That of the Judiciary Committee in response to the ques- 
tion from North Carolina on of 
tism, was also taken up." 

H. B. Knight moved that the’ answer to the ‘first auestion 
be “No,” and to the second, “ Yes.” 

The motien to dissent: from the answers of the Conimittee: 


was with the committee’s report laid on the table: ‘Report. 


of committee on second question also laid on thé table. 

On motion, John Cowl, alternate ministerial representa- 
tive from the Pittsburgh Conference, was awarded the seat 
of his principal, P. T. Laishley, incapacited ‘by sickness. 

C. Gray, chairman of Executive Committee reported as 


follows: 
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Resolved, That this Conference would hereby express its 
preciation of their character and labors, and hereby tenders 
respective Conferences and families, our deep sympathy, j 
reavements. We also trust that in the Great General 
above, we shall again greet them where those whose robes ar 
white in the blood of the Lamb, shall all be finally gathered. 


Adopted. 


_ After announcements, Conference adjourned. Pray 
A. 5. Elliott. 
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are Washed 
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Afternoon Session. 


Religions exercises by J. W. Spring. i 
A letter from the Methodist Episcopal Preachers’ Meeting 
| of Pittsburgh, on the subject of Methodistic Union, was rea 
and referred to Committee on Union. | 

Took up the Order of the Day, the receiving and replying 
to the fraternal greetings of the delegates from the Methodist 
Protestant General Conference, and from the Methodist Epis. 
copal Church 

~The Secretary first read. a letter Rev. T. W. Pegram, 
of North Carolina, one of the delegates of the Methodist 
Protestant General Conference, excusing and regreting his 
absence, but breathing cordial good will "and fellowship. 
Rey. J. T. Murray, of the Marrylang Conferance, then adi. 
ed in person, the greetings of his brethren and himself, anl 
was responed to by own venerable srother, C. Springer, and 
A. H. Bassett. 
_ Father McCormick, a visiting member of the Maryland 
Annual Conference, next addressed the Conference, ‘whet 
the President, F. H. Pierpont, responded. . . 
~ On motion of J. M. Flood, the Conference resolved to ay 
point five fraternal messengers to the next General Confer & | 
of the Methodist Protestant Church. 

John Scott, John Burns, F. H. Pierpont, A. H. Bassett and 

H. E. H. Hartsock, were constituted such messengers. 

Alexander Clark, C. Gray, J. D. Herr, J. C. Murphy, and 
J. W. Murphy, were made alternates. | q 

Conference then called for the Report on Missions, wi q 
“was presented and read by Wai. Collier, chairman. Movet 


| 
» way 

— 


jelegates of Kansas. Conference, explaining their 
P nad and filed. 
| On motion, adjourned. 


Afternoon Session. 


a Religious exercises conducted by W. M. Kerr. 


Bpinister with a letter of withdrawal in his hand‘ sustain-to 
Mhe church or Conference of which he wasa member?” <An- 

m wer: None unless: th: e withdrawal i 18 to avoid. prosecution. 
dopted. 

Mm (Question second: “To whom i isa minister of the Metho- 
Biist Church responsible for his official conduct who has been 
Beit without an appointment by his own Conference, and 


_ akes work within the bounds of another District without a 
Beertificate of transfer or of removal?” Answer: He is 


Mesponsible to the Conference ot which he is amember. Re- 
meerred to the Committee on Legislation,” with instructions to 
Breport what legislation, if any, be necessary on this subject. 
Took up report of Committee on Legislation. 


i (See Art. of Religiou, page 25.) 


: shall in all cases be members of the church.” ‘Adopted. 


; greetings of the General Conference. of the Methodist Epis- 
ge copal Church through Revs. J. G. Bruce and 8. M. Merrill. 
Be thecommission of these brethren was then read as also the 
general instructions under which they were to act. 
BB Bros. Bruce and Merrill, were then respectively } introduced 


dressed us. Qn behalf the Conference they were responded 
to be Geo. Brown and Wm. Collier, as per-appointment. | 


Committee on Judiciary made a further report, af follows: . 
Question. first: What’ retation, if ‘any, does a member or 


7 Recommendation No. 1 was read, viz: To substitute the . 
“sin” in 5th line, for the word guilt.” ‘Adopted. 


ia Recommendation 2, Add to paragraph % of Sec. 17 page | 
If it be deemed necessary, good moral men from with- ’ 
Mout, may be elected Trustees. But a majority of the Board 


Took up the Order of the day,” receiving the fraternal 


to the Conference by the President, who respectively ad- 


Conference then sang the long metre doxology, standing. 
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1. In answer to the first question submitted, « What rej, 
tion do the baptized children of our members sustain e i" 
church ?” Answer: they should be recognized as proba 
ary members in and under the watchcare of the ch by 


urch, 
‘received to full membership. upon profession of faith, _ 


2. Should a minister baptize the children of parents iF 
members of any church Answer, “Yes, if believers th 
, Christian religion.” 


«3. “Tf such are baptized. what relation do or shoul they 
gustain to the church ?” Answered same as No. 1. 

| hE 6 proper for a minister to re-baptize an adult who 
was baptized i in infancy, but is not satisfied with his bap. 
tism 2?” Answer in our opinion, itis of doubtful propriety, 

+5. “Should infant classes be formed i in churches?” If 

by whom and how may suitable leaders be secured fo: 
them?” “ Yes,” to first. Seco , by pastors and. Sabbath. 

school Superintedents. These questions and answers (No, 


5,) laid on the table. All further questions (No. 6 


with answers, also laid on the table. | 


: Committee on Book Concern, by its chairm an, John Scott 
reported. Read and made‘the of the day: to-mor 
row morning, at 9 o’clock. 

C. Link as a minority of one of Book Concert n Committe 
made an addittonal report, subject to same action as the 
above. 

Committee on memorial from Adrian, Michigan, chou 
CG. Gray, Chairman, reported. Laid on the table. 

‘Suspended the regular order of the day, in ordeggto tak 

up the Report: of: the. Committee; on. Ministerial Education. 
Report read by chairman and ordered considered. item by 
item. Took up preambleMrhen J. B. ‘Walker was assignel 
-the'floor. 
motion, said preamble was referced. to a 2 special 
“mittee of three, consisting of J. M. Flood, S. B. Smith; ant- . 
Rinehart. 


The balance of the report was then laid on the table anti 
‘the special committee as above report. _ 


A letter was then read from S. Young and F. W.J ohne 


» 


| 
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Took up report on Book Concern, the minority one being 


read as follows: 
“Tregret, exceedingly, the necessity that seems to delve. me 


m to the unpleasant duty of making a minority report. With 
® due respect to the wisdom and judgment of my beloved 


/ 


brethren, the other members of the committee, who doubt- 
less have considered the task assigned us, with candor and 


prayerfully, and who accord to me the same, 1 would re- 
spectfully offer the following :- re 

“In view of the1 increasing facilities for mailing our mat- 
ter, the constantly increasing population and valuation of 


property in Springfleld, the present site of our Book Con- 


cern—add to these the facts that first, we are not in debt for our 
property ; and, second, that as far as I can learn, we are un- 
der promises made by our agents, to the citizens of Spring- | 


field, that it wasto bea permanent institution among _— I 
recommend that itremain where it is. 


2 


Ling, 
After some discussion the question arising, “‘ In whom is 


the fec of the Book Concern” The further consideratinn of : 
the report was suspended and the question raised, referred to 


a special committee, consisting of C. Gray, John Scott, i. E. 
H. Hartsock, J. M. Flood, and J..M. Johnson. © ; 
Commistee on Methodistic Union, through W. H. J ordan, 
reported. Took up the report item by item. Items one and 
two read and adopted. Item three read and referred back to 


the committee. Item four read and adopted. Item five read, 


when, on motion, paragraph four was stricken out and 


amendments made, when said item five was adopted. 


The same committee presented : as a supplentary paper, the 


Certain resolutions touching Methodistic Union 


&g came to this body from the Methodist Episcopal Pr eachers’ 


Meeting of this city; therefore, 
Resolved, That this General Conference kindly recognize and fully oe 


. Yeeiprocate the Christian spirit and brotherly regard manifested to- 


ward us, and: that we unite with them in the desire, that the Gey 


= may not be far distant, when the union of the entire Methodist fami. 
ly may be practicable forall parties. | | 
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- The further consideration of the repor 
on Legislation was lald on the table, in payee ¥ pg 
Report the on Female Ordination, Which was read by ‘ 

chairman, W. R. Parsons. After giving out notices, Au 


journed with prayer by S. M: Merrill, editor the Westen 
Christiaan Advocate, Cincinnati. 


WepneEspay, May 24, 1871. 
Religious exercises conducted by A.S. Elliott. 


Executive Committee made a further report. 

M. V. B Euans, from special committee, to confer with Geo, 
Brown in regard to preparing a volume of sermons and es- 
says, made Report of their correspondence with Geo. Brom 


and his reply, consenting to undertake the service, as he de 


sires to serve the; church in some way, as long as he lives, and 
expressing the belief\that if life and health are continued, he 


_ will be able to publiontion within o one. 
‘year. 


Approved and adopted. 
Executive Committee further reported that Discipline 


page 5d, paragraph 12, be altered, last line after the word 


“Christianity,” add— “As held. by the Methodist ‘Church.’ 
Adopted. 


On page 66, Sec. XL. 1, ada “To read 


and explain such portions ef the Constitution and Discipline — 


As they may deem necessary to give our people anitalge infor 


/ 


mation in regard {o our ecclesiastical economy.” Adopted. Ee 


Special Committee on Ministerial Education, re eported 


Legislative Committee made a further report. 


Committee on Confere n rééBoundaries reporte 
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In view of the. above considerations, we recommend that 
this collection be published under the direction of this Con- 
ference, and by toour churches. 

Man AN, Chin. 

Read and 

Committee on Methodistic Union reported item 5 a3 amended 
and then laid upon the table. — | 

Bro. Gray then offered.a substitute, which Was di scussed 
and laid on the table. The item, as revised by the Commit- 
was voted on and adupte appenlix./). 

Took up Report, of Committee on Legislation. To See. 13 
Item 1, add after word “resignation” the words “or tanta 

wise,’ and then erase all the word * otherwise. ” 


Pape 37, See. 20, after the word “ pules” in the last line ada 
the following: 


“Persons whose names are on the C! and 
can not be found, or have ceased altoyvether tu take an interest 
in the church, may be dropped from our record by \ vute of 
church.” Adopted. 
Page 76, Sec. 18, Item 5, erase the words “become extinct” 
and substitute the following : “Have lost its o-ganization.” 


Add to Sec. 6, as Item 1, page 45, the following as art 1: 
“The quarterly Conference shall be called to order by the 
pastor, when present, who shall preside, provide the confer - 


a _ ence may appoint some other person to preside, when it shall 


judge it necessary. The conference shall be opened by read- 
ing a portion of Scripture and pray-r. The first quarterly 
conference shall elect.a Secretary, whose term of office 
continue until the election of his successor the succeeding 
year. One third of allthe members in stations, and one sixth 
in circuits shall constitute a quorum.” Adopted. 

Page 16, Item 5, we recommend that the words houses of 
worship be substituted for meeting houses, and add after. 
houses of worship, or parsonages. 

Page%3, add to See. 16, making it No. 1, the following: 
The “Stewards in circuits, missions and stations, shall be~ 
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2, That we req “est t the Preachers’ M ecting of the Methodist 
in this city to return this, our friendly greeting, 
| Episcopal Preachers’ Meeting of this city. 


JORDAN, Chairman, 
Adjourned. Prayer H. Jordan. 


Chures 
to the Methodis, 


} 


Afternoon Session, 


Religious | exercises conducted by H. Ure. 

Took up papers on file. A further report from Legislative 
Committee, Read and referred back. 

Committee on Hymn Book reported as appended: 

The committee to examine and report on new hymn book 
submitted to this body for appyoval by the oe Com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 3 

The committee to whom the subject of the new hymn book, 
_ which has been prepared by a committee appointed by the 

last General Conference beg leave to report: | 

. 1. The classification of the hymns under different nr is 
| in our judgment, more perfect and complete than obtains in 
-any other hymn book with which were are acquainted. 

2. The arrangement of the hymns under these topics has 
been made with great care, and is characterized by much 
discrimination and good taste. In the two particulars above 

named, this collection, in our judgment, stands: without a 
‘rival. 

3. The poetic taste tad in the collection of hymns is : 
equally marked. No hymns of an approved. character are 
‘wanting in this and very few are inser tel which 
good taste would reject. | 

4. No hymn book with which we are presents 
to the preacher such facilities for the selection of hymns ap. 

propriate toany subject on which he may have occasion to — 
treat as this collection. The same holds as an aid to readers 
in enabling them to contemplate. and appreciate the subject 
matter of our hymns. 

The number of hymns to Sabbath-schools 
we judge, should be very considerably increased. 


6. Before the work is published, we recommend. that a con: 
sider able number of pieces for chanting should be added. 
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That while we accord to woman a wider range of influence 
in society; @ more delicate and refined sociability ; a more 
enduring patience, deeper affection, superior gentleness, and 
a sweeter temper than belongs to the sterner sex, and which 
so pre-eminently fit her for that important sphere to which 
she has been assigned by God as a fit companion and help 
meet toman. And while we yield to none/in our admiration 
of woman’s excellences, talents, usefulness and undoubted 
merit as developed under the edlarged sphere of her activi- 
ties in the present age; and while we most gladly hail and 
welcome whatever may tend to elevate and honor her in so- 
cial life, and that will tend to justly enlarge her field of use- 
fulness in society, and while we say nothing against her ex- 
ercising her talents if need be in public exhortation or even 
preaching the word, yet we hold that the ordination of fe- 
males should not be authorized by the General Conference, 
for the following reasons :. 


1. Because of the doubtful sas to say the least, of 


a denomination so young as ours, and comparatively small, 


introducing or sanctioning at this juncture so questionable an 


ecclesiastical innovation upon the universal practice ane pol- 
icy of all Christendom. 
2. Because there is not a single passage in a he word of Goa, 


our only rule upon the subject, warrants 


the pronosed. measure. mart 

3. Because it is in open antagonism with the practice of 
Christ and his apostles, so far as their practice had any bear- 
ing on this subject. — 

4th, and lastly, Because, ‘as we believe, it aa come in 
diveat conflict with the teachings of inspiration in 1 Cor. 


xiv : 34, 35, and the qualifications of a Bishop, as set forth in 


the third chapter of Ist Tm. Therefore, 


Resolved, That we deem it unadvisable to authorize or sanction SO 
radical a change in our ecclesiastical org:snisin us proposed by the 
advocates of the ordination of females, a change so essentially at 


war with the entire structure of our- ‘Book of Discipline as would | mesh 


‘render many ether changes absolutely necessary, thereby acquiring 
much additional legislation to harmonize Various pertions: of our 
Disc ipline w ith such a measure. : 
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elected in their respective places of election (see Constity. 


tion, page 20) sometime in the last quarter in the year, algo to 
hold a financial meeting as soon as. practicable after the rigo 
of the ensuing Annual Conference to ascertain the pastors sa). 


ary, moving’expenses, and house rent, if any, and apportion 


the proper part of the same te be paid by the classes subject. 

to ratification by the quarterly conference. The steward, 
then, of the respective classes may, assisted by the leader, 
procecd to raise their apportionment in the following plan: 


| 2/2) 
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Adopted. 


Wm. Collier, from Committee on Finance, reported as fol- 
lows, which, on motion, was adopted, viz: 

The Committee to whom was referred the matter of Fi- 
nance, beg leave to report as follows: That not having any 
very definite idea of what the General Conference would ex- 
pect of them by way of a financial plan, suggests, that to the 
Annual Conference properly belongs the duty of adopting 
such measures as will be efficient in securing the necessary 
funds to support the various institutions of the church. 


J. J. Smith, from the Committée on Ordination of Ladies, 
‘ubmitted a minorit y reportés follows: 


e 
te 
4 
| | ; | 
- 
4 
| 
| 
y 
- 
| 


Committee on Judiciary reported the following amend- 


ment to Constitution: Par. 2 of Sec. 2, Art.4, add atend of 


such par. the words, “ For its supervision.” Adopted. 

On motion of Bro. Knight, the words “in the following 
manner, and to the following extent, ” be stricked our. 

Carried. 

Also that paragraph 2 of See 2 48 NOW printed be Bic 3, and 
Sec. 3 as now printed, be Sec. 4. Adopted. | 


Bro. Wheat for himself wart: Bro: Ciark | offered the. fol- 


lowing : 


Recognizing the Holy the only all- sufficient 


atid infallible rule of faithand conduct amonyz men, we hold 

them asthe only safeand permanent. chart of. human rights, 

civil or ecclesiastical. And we regard every attempt to 
ubridge their circulation among the people, or to drive them 

from our institutions of learning, as a direct stabat the dear- 

est interests of society, and the sacred of our 
being. 


Regolved, “Therefore, that. we regard | it the hi rhes- duty. of every 


sitizen to encour ave and maintain the free: wnrestsictes! circula- 


tion and use of the Bible amonz all classes, and especially i in the pri- 
mary institutions of le arning in our F counter v; 


Adopted. 

Judiciary Committee farther reported on the Petition from 
North Carolina Conference on the subject of us ing “Carnal 
Weapons” inwar. Answer—We recommend no legislation 
by the Conference. Adopted. - 

‘We also recommend that on page 37 of Discipline, at the 
end of the 2d paragraph on Covenants, there be added in 
parenthesis the folowing :- (This last above paragraph is 
the.portion of the covenant to be taken. by persons joining on 
certificate, and the usual also to follow.’ 

Adopted. 


Also to add to item 25, page 60, i 2 ties following : No 


minister or preacher in good health shall be left without vieig 
ular ministerial work more than two years in succession. 


He shaliatthe end. of that time resume his itinerant labors, 
or may transferred to the unstationed list. 
GEO. 
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ing the assumed distinction between stationed and unsta- 
i _ tioned elders, the committee reported adversely to action on 
‘our part, as according to Elementary Principles. Paragraph 
6, “ All elders aire equal as to order.” Report adopted. 


‘He invited 
suggestions, 


28 |. 


Received and made the order ot the day this atveriooty af. 
ter Conference opens. 


Adjourned. Prayer Bro. Robison, 


"Eighth Day--Morning Session. 


THURSDAY, May 25, 1871. 

Religious services conducted by Bro. Remsburg. 

Took up paper from Legislative Committee. First ques- 
tion as to responsibility of preachers laboring without. the 
bounds of their Conterence. Answer—Not Adopted ; me 
on the table. | 


Second part t reverred back to said Committee for f framing a 
disciplinary rule. 

On the subject of “ Wesley’s General Rules,” the Commit-’ 
tee reported that. no action Was necessary, as all variations 


from Mr. Wesley’ § drait were to conform such draft. to other © 


disciplinary provisions and present moral issues. 
Adopted, 


As to the restoration of the * Order of Deacon, ” asked 


for by the Onondaga Conference, the Committee. reported 
adversely, Adopted. 


‘Ou the motion from the N Carolina Conférence touch: 


W. Collier, by permission, stated that the family of the a 
‘Rev. Shinn: had committed to him the manuscripts of this. 


deceased brother, to do with as he deemed best. 


Conference vuted that Dr. Collier be ial to- “prepare 
for publication such portion thereot as he judges best in con- 
nection with a new edition of the ‘ Pi ian of Salvation.” 
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1. At the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, held in Steubenville, Ohio, May, 1854, an arrange- 
ment was made, Se thé Northernand Western Con- 
ferences to organize a 
of the property and money then held ’Y the whole church at 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


9, A Convention was held ip Zanesville Ohio, in Novem- 
ber, 1854, which appointed a Literary and Publishing Socie- 


ty to receive our quota from the Baltimore Concern, and. 


invest it for the benefit of the Northern and Western Con- 
ferences, Which investment was partly made by purchasing 
of Rev. A. H. Bassett the Western Recorder, its subscription 
list and appurtenances, and locating our publishing business 
at Springfield, Ohio. | 

8. The Convention held at Springfield, Ohio, ; in 1858, con- 
tinued the publishing interests at the present location. 


4, The Literary Society above named became incorporated 


in 1855 through a board of its own appointmeut according 
to the laws of Ohio, under the name and style of the Board 
Trust of the Methodist Protestant and Book 
cern. 


5. Said Board or td’ raise 
subscriptions, purchase a lot, and erect buildings thereon, 


which subscriptions were raised in part in the city of Spring- 


field, and in part from the whole chureh. or such portions of J ie cil 


itas were reached. 

6. The Committee find that. the: Board. of Trust received 
from the Baltimore Concer n, $2,300 ; from the City of Spring- 
‘field, $1,500; from the Ohio Conference outside of Spring- 
field. $5,940; from other Conferences, $3,000 ; for book bind- 
ery, $3,500, making in all, for presses and 
other purposes, 

8. We find that the said Boatd: of Tynst is by ae elected 
by the General Conference, and is therefore the creature of 
the General Conference, and may sell the property held by it 
when directed to do‘ so by the said General Conference ; no Wy: 
therefore, gat 

Resolved, That the said Board de, and} is to 
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the marriage ceremony for persons. in States where the Civil 


Journals read and re-ferred to the Committee. 


~ Report of Committee on Missions was resumed. Item 6 read 


of Book Concern. 


In reference to the subject suggested by Wm. Remsburg 
relating to the question whether a preacher unordained 


be liable to arrest in. the Annual Conference for per forming 


may 


laws admitit. Your Committee report that in their Opinion 
nolegislation is needed; but would recommend the passage 


of the following resolution, to be entered upon the Minntes- 


Resolved, That itis the sense Of this Conference, that no unordain. 
ed preacher’s character should be liable to arrest, in the Annual Con: | 


terence for performance, of civil acts, not immoral, and which are 
authorized by State law where they reside. 


Took up the Report of Committee on Annual Conference 


Report on Missions was called up, read, and acted on item 


by item. Item 1 amended and adopted. Item 2laid on the 
stable. 


Items 3 and 4 amended and adopted. Item redial and 
adopted. . 


Pending the further comehauasias of this subject, notices: 
were given out,and Conference adjourned. 
by Alexander Clark. 


Afternoon Session, 


Religious ¢ exercises conducted by Bro. Bathurst. 
The order of the day was postponed, and ‘consideration of 


and adopted ; item 7 read and adopted ; item 8, after amend- 


ment and. pubatlontioh, was laid upon the table ; ‘also the gen- 
eral subject. 


Took up the order of the aij—the subjoot of Female Ore 
dination. 

On motion, the Minority depart: tanker up, but again laid. 
on thd table, in order to take Pas of Comninibe on Fee 


J. Scott read the majority a3 follows: ‘The: 
mittee to whom was referred the subject of the title which 
this General Conference has. to the Book Concern and pro- 


perty connected with it, located in Springfield, Ohio, sub- 
mit the following: — 
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B. perapee? J. C. Murphy, L. Browning, W. Deford, H. Cas- 
sell, 8. Moore, J. B. Hamilton, J. Mulvane, R. Mamt, C. 
Link? G. Stout, Alexander Cary, E. Williams, J. W. Murphy, 

1, W. Bush, W. Hawkins, T. Doughlass,—16. 

“Way es—Geo. Brown, W R. Parsons, J. M. Flood, E.S. 
Hoagland, W. Huddleston, A. S. Elliott, J. i. Luse, A. W. 
Mots, A. Mahan, F. H. Pierpont, Wm. Rinehart, J. M. John- 
son, H. C. Hamilton, H. EB. H. Hartsock, J. Bartholomew, A. 
1). Amos, J. Hall—17. 

Took up the Report of Committee on Annual Conference 
Journal. Read, and re-referred to the Committee. . 

Report of Missions was called up, read and acted on item 

byitem. Item 1 amended and adopted; item 2 laid on the 
table; item 3 and 4 read, amended, and.adopted. 

Item 5 read and adopted. © Pending the further considera- 
tion of this subject, notices were given out, and onference 
adjourned. 

Pyayer by Alexander Clark. 


Ninth Day--Morning Session. 
Fray, May 26, 1871. 


Religions services ‘conducted by sister M. A. 8. Bradford. 

Conference took up report on Missions. Item 8, as pre- 
sented by Committee, was then re-read and adopted ; item 9 
amended and adopted. | 
‘ Bro. Robinson offered, and Conference adopted the follow- 
ng: 

Resolved, That thors be annually, on the Ist dey of May, ot Sain 


year, a report publishing of allitems of income and expenses of the 
bateia Board, and that every person subscribing ave dollars a year 
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— the property held by them in trust for the church and used fo 


Lowden, H.-Stackhouse, N. R. Swift, W. McFarland, B. kh. 


T pub. 


See PTOper 
rests elsew here th: Mn 


lishing purposes. provided this General Conference shal} 
to locate the Book Concern and Inte 
in Springfield. 


After being read, laid on the table. 

J. M. Flood, on behalf of a minority of said special Commit. 
tee, reported as follows: 
The undersigned, with due respect to the views of the 

majority of the Committee appointed to consider the subject 
of the title the General Conference has to the Book Con- 


cern and property, would respectfully submit that in view of 
all the facts in our possession, the undersigned fail to see how 


it is possible, first, for this General Conference to order the 


sale of our Publishing House in Springfield, and removing 


it from that place without the clearest possible violations 
of plighted faith, and of pledges and promises officially 
given; second, It can not fail to be attended with most se- 
rious disaster to the whole church, and further serious loss. 
will necessarily be suffered except it can be:accomplished in 


a spirit of coucilation and compromise of views and interests 


which it is most devoutly hoped and prayed may be the 


spirit and te:nper o” this body. Very respectfully siibmitted. 
Read and laid on the table. 


Resumed order of the day, Female Culieiion, ‘Bro. 


Hoagland spoke in favor. Dr. Maham moved that speeches 


be confined tu ten minutes. Carried. Report of majority was 


read. Bro. Stackhouse, on motion to adopt minority report 
: spoke 1 in favor, and Dr. Mahan against a motion'to strike out 
_ the reference to 1 Cor. xiv: 34, 35, on grounds of exegesis. 
several had. spoken to the amendment it was with- 
drawn. The main question was then put, and on motion ot 
_ Dr. Flood, by ayes and noes, with the following result : 


Ayes, W. Collier, John Scott, Alexander Clark, P. T. 


_Laishley, H. B. Knight, T. B. Graham, 8. B. Smith, M. V. B. 


Uuans, John Burns, Wm. Hastings, C. Springer, J. 8. Thrap, | 
J. H. Hamilton, W. H. Jordan, C. re: E. A. Wheat, 5. M. 


Smith, E. D. Stultz, W. H. Bakewell, R. A. Bathursi, J. J. 
‘Smith, J. Robinson, F. H. Collier, T. Scott, G. W. Pogue, 
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On motion of Wm. Collier, the work ofS. Wakefield, D. D., 
* Systematic Theology, was adopted as a text book for can- 
yidates for the ministry, and ordered on in Discipline. 

Alexander Clark offered the following 

WuerEas, The Editor of the Mersopist RECORDER has 
been greatly assisted in his work by the articles from time 
to time by the editorial contributors, W. H. Jordan, J. J. 
Smith, D. S. — G. B. “MsEinpy, and James Robison. 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference do hereby recognize the 


valuable services of these brethren, and extend thanks to them for 
their gratuituous services. ~ 


Adopted. 


adopted : 
Publishing Interests have been intimately connected with 
| reference to its doings; therefore, 


preciation of the labors of John. Scott and Alexander Clark, in the 
| editorial management of our church periodicals, the Merropist RE- 


credit of the church and the satisfacaion of.thisbody. | 

| 2. That our confidence in the long-tried integrity of the Publishing 
Agent, A. H. Bassett, remains unshaken; and w e hereby declare ¢ our 
unanimous approval of his management of the Concern. — 


Committee on Literary through J. J. Smith, 
reported as follows: — 


Your Committee on Literary Iustitutions would most 
spectfully report in part, as follows: 


We find by examination that there are fifteen. vacancies 
on this College Board of Trustees, occasioned by limitation, © 


-andone by death, making in all sixteen vacancies to be filled. 
We therefore, recommend the following named persons as 
‘Suitable to fill the aforesaid vacancies: Norman Geddes, J.J. 

_ Amos, A. H. Bassett, J. J. Gillespie, A. Mahan, J. R. Mul- 

vane, R. H. Marshall, John Kost, John Burns, J. J. Smith. J. 


E. A. Wheat pradented. the following, whic: was read and 
Wuerzas, A portion of the members of the Committee on | 
our publishing operations, and feel a personal delicacy in 


Resolved, That this General Conference hereby declares its high ap- 


CORDER and Sunday School Recorder, and that these brethren have | 
been eminently successful in conducting these periodicals tothe ~ 
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may get such report, and all subscribing one dollar a Year, get 
report of the mission work within the bounds Of his own Canfeper 
e, 


The report, as a whole, was then re-committed to & Specia) 
committee of three for harmonic revision, consisting of Ww. 
Hastings, C. Gray and H. Stackhouse. 

Sister Bradford, on leave, addressed the Conference in re. 
ference to the subject disposed of yesterday, and her expe 
rience as & laborer. | 

Bro. Parsons offered the following : 


Resolved, That each Annual Conference shall have power to au. 
— thorize females to preach the Gospel in the Mothodist Church, 


The Report on Sabbath-schools was then taken up aiid ved 
by the Chairman, Bro. Remsburg. Report adopted and the 


Committee provided for therein ordered, viz: on Constitt- 
tion, J. H. Robinson, T. F. Scott and Wm. Remsburg. On _ 
Catechism: John Scott, Alexander Clark and Wm. Collier, " 
with power to publish in the interim of ’ General Conference. 
& (See Appendix g.) 
is Took up Report (Majority) of Soecial Committee on Book 7 
Concern. Read, when a motion to was made. ~The 
Minority: Report was also read. 
1 An amendment to the majority report was effered by Bro. 2 


Thrap, which, after being seconded, was voted on and lost. 
Previous question was moved and sustained. A division 
of the question was also called for, viz: on adopting so much — 
of the report as is contained in Sec. 7. Chair ruled the call _ 
for a division of report was out of order. An appeal was 
taken, but the chair was sustained and main Fiquestion carried | 
by a vote of 28 to 26. 
_ Took up the Report of the on Book Concern. 
; Read by the chairman, John Scott. Ordered to be considered — 
item by item. Item one, read and adopted; when, on mo- 
tion, Conference adjourned to meet at 1 % o'clock, —_— 
“Prayer by C. Springer. 


Afternoon Session. 


Religious exercises by E.S. Hoagland. __ 
On motion, A. H. Bassett was recognized as Represe nta- 
ive in placeof M. V. B. Enans, from Ohio Conference. 
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we believe he has accomplished as much as could have 
ted under the circumstances. 
J. J. Smitu, Chairman. 


been 


= Nore.—J- M. Flood dissented from the majority, in reducing the 
number of Trustees ef the Board of Adrian College. 


On 1 »tion, all discussions during the sessions were limited 
ten minutes... 


| mittee on Book Concean, which was read as follows: 

your committee to whom was referred the interests of the 
Book Concern, have had the same under serious considera- 

tion, and respectfully beg leave to report: 


jing Agent, and of the Treasurer of the Board of Publication. 
These “documents show that the business of the Concern has 
been so conducted as not only to meet current expenses, but 
also to leave a small balance in the Treasury. It appears, 


steadily increased in value, ant is now worth from two to 
three times its original cost. The assets of the Concern are 


but $700. 


2.. The subject ofthe removal of the Book Concern to some 
other locality, in reference to which several papers were re- 
ferred to your committee, has received careful attention ; 
and, after mature deliberation, we respectfully recommend 
that che Book Concern be removed from - Springfield, Ohio, 
its present location, as in the judgment of your committee, 
said location is not an advantageous one for the successful 

prosecution of the publishing business. Its telegraphic news 
i 1s meager, its mail facilities insufficient, causing delay in re- 
celving news, and also in sending out our papers to subscri- 
bers. The materials necessary for carrying on & publishing 
business must be ordered from a. distance, involving. addi- 
tional cost, and often delay ; being an interior city, advertise- 
ments of a proper character are difficult to obtain, and only at 


low rates ; andit. affords almost. no. advantages for carry ing 
ona.local book trade. 


Resumed consideration of the Report of majority of Com- 
1. That they are pratiiied with the exhibit of the Publish- | 


also, that the property held by the Board for the church, has. 


estimated at. 23, 990, while its liabilities are given as being 
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| moved by death. © 


view ofthe large expense incurred yearly in the assembling 


- nency and further success is steadily gaining g ground among 


number to twenty, by dropping five of their number fron, 


officio, thereby making the Board to consist of twenty-one. 


with the financial aspects and conditiou of the College as set 
forth in the Report of J. S. Thrap, from which it appears 
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S. Thrap, J. B. Walker, N. R. Swift, W. M. Hamil 


Stackhouse, J. H. Claney. J. A. Claney being ‘a 


fill the unexpired term of J ohn smal Who has been r9. 


We wou:d also recommend to the Board. of in 


of the Board for the. transaction of its necessary busines 
that they, the Trustees\ be, and they are hereby advised to 
take the necessary steps as soon as possible, to reduce their 


among the class whose term of office expires in 1875, and fire 
from the class whose term expires in 1879, and further, that 
the Pre:ident of the College be a member of the Board, ez. 


Your committee would also state that they are well pleased 


that the assets of the Institution, over all its liabilities, amount 
to $262,492 96. 


. From testimony had before. the committee, we also learn 
that the reputation of the. College, i in. reference to its perma. 


the citizens of Adrian. 


We would not disguise the fact that it will need, AS it un- 
doubtedly deserves, ' our strict attention and untiring efforts 
as a denomination, to place it financially, , among fhe strong 
Colleges of our land. 

Among the appliances that are hasta y necessary, 10ok- 

ing-in this direction, we believe there is not a single one more 
indispensable than an efficient agoncy. “Much: has’ already 
been accomplished through | this channel, and our successin 
_the future must very much depend upon our College Ageut. 


‘We wish to say in this connection, that we believe ‘that J. 
S. Thrap has been untiring in his efforts to render his agency 
efficient and successful during his past term, and although he 
-may not always have succeeded to the entire satissaction of 
himself and others! in meeting the demands and rasp onsibil- 
ities of his office i in the collection of monies ; vet neverthe- 
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‘+s vicinity, for the welcome and cordial entertainment of 
this Conference. 
Adopted by rising vote. 
On motion, Conference went into the eléstion of Editor 
and Book Agent; J. H. Hamilton and G. Stout being desig- 
nated to act as tellers. 


The vote was ordered to be taken separately, that for Edi- 
tor being first. On canvassing the ballot, Alexander Clark 
received 41 of the 49 votes cast, and was deciared duly 
elected. 

For Book Agent, the first ballot gave H. B. Knight, 22; A. 
H. Bassett, 20; James Robison, 6; A. H. Lowrie, 1. Hi. B. | 
Knight withdrew his name, when A. H. ‘Bassett, on second 
ballot, was declared elected. 

The following persohs were then chintind 28 the Board of 
Publication: I. W. McKeever, Wm. Morrison, Wm. Collier, 
Wm. J. Troth, J ohn Burns, Robert H. Marshall, Wm. Rine- 

hart. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. Prayer by J. M. John- 


son. 
Evening Session. 


Religious exercises conducted by. Bro. Bartholomew. 
‘N. R. Swift of Committee on Conference J ourasle, sub- 
mitted a report, as. follows: 

Wnereas, Our Discipline makes no provision Son the pres- 
ence and examination of the Annual Conference J ournals, at 
and by the General Conference ; and, 

_Wuerras, (Probably for the. want of such provision,) but 
six Qonferences have forwarded their Journals, viz: New 
Onondaga, Muskingum and 
owa 

Therefore, we. respectfully report, First, that we find no 
error in the Records of said Conferences. 

Secondly: We find that the Genesee, Onondaga, and Iowa 
Conferences have clothed their delegates to. this General 
Conference with full Conventional powers, in view Of making | 
such Constitutional changes as might be deemed requisite. 


; 
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parts of the country, with dispatch ; our church being here 


and the ability to foster and sustain them; with a member. 


ber 16, 1871. SOHN’ Scorn; Chairman. 


was also proposed, but lost, when the item as reported by 


the report'as whole, a8 above given. 


again at 70 clock... 


3. Your committee respectfully recommend Pittsburg 
in their judgment, the most suitable place for the location 
our Book Concern. It has all the necessary Means pe of 
rying on a successful publishing business ; being a great a 
road and telegraphic center, it possesses excellent facilities 
for receiving and sending out our papers and books to hm 


strong in numbers and 3 in wealth, our Publishing Interest 
would be placed among those who have both the disposition 


ship of some two thousand in and immediately around the 
city, @ large local book trade could soon he established, 
yielding a handsome margin of profit ; advertisements ofa 
suitable character, and at remunerative rates, could easily be 
obtained, while the circulation of our papers could be, no 
doubt, very largely increased. 


4, Your committee further reieeiniak that this General 
Conference requires the Board of Publication, at the earliest 
practicable period, and in the safest and most judicious man. 
ner; to-carry out the preceding recommendations, say Octo- 


“After report was read, a motion was made to substitute 
Cincinnati for Pittsburgh, in item 3, and the ayes and noes 
thereon called for. Lost by 18 for to 29 against. Chicago 


the committee, and above given, was adopted. 


Item 4, as originally reported, was laid on the table. 
Item 5, now item 4, after being amended by adding the 
words, “Bay, by October 15, 1871,” was adopted, and thet 


J.H. Robinson, from Committee on Constitution for g) 
bath-schools, reported. Read and laid on the table. 
Conference voted, that when it adjourn, it be to mee’ 


A. Wheat offered the fonowing: 
That the. thanks.of this Conference ba and hereby are ten- 
dered to the Pastors, brethren and friends of Pittsburgh and 
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jg revised by special committee, and introduced by J. M. 
Flood. Acted on item by item. i; 

Preamble read and adopted. Recommendation 1, read and 
adopted ; 2, amended and adopted ; 3, read and stricken out ; 
4, read and adopted; 9, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, read and 
adopted ; and then the Report as a whole, as follows: 


vess has attended this work, and would express our full con- 
fidence in the Boatd having this interest under its supervis- 
ion, believing they have ‘done what they could to sustain and 
advance its interests. "We also express our confidence in the 
Corresponding Secretary, J. B. Walker, who we regard as 
having honestly and faithfully represented this interest be- 
fore the church. | 


Your committee find that during the quadrennial period 


of 1867, there has been collected from all sources, $21,699 82 ; 


009 23; leaving in hands of the Treasurer, $2,861 59. There 


ties, something over $600. oa 


contributions of Bros. James Hicks and Daniel H. Horne, 


: gt Mg it would increase by so much, the permanent 
We present the following recommendations: 
1. That the Discipline, paragraph 8, Section XII., page 69, 
be made to read as follows: “To present the interests of the 
Educational Board, and take up subscriptions for the same, 
during the month of December, each year, in all their con- 
gregations, which subscriptions they shall forward as ne pt- 


We acknowledge, with oratitude to God, whatever of suc- by 


that has elapsed since the meeting of the General Conference - 
and the total expenditures for the same time has been $19,-. 


are debts not canceled amounting to nearly $2,000, which 
leave in the hands of the Treasurer, after meeting all liabili- 


A permanent fund has been commenced by the generous © 


(now deceased,) of Cincinnati, Ohio, amounting to $2,500; 
and by the sale of Allegheny Seminary, owned by the Pitts- 
burgh Conference, the interest on $7,000, the result of such | 
sale, has been regularly paid to the Board, and we would 
sincerely hope that it will soon be the pleasure of the Pitts- 
burgh Conference to place in the hands of the Board, this’ 


aye 
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Thirdly We find thats said Conferences, in 
with Pittsburgh, Muskingum,and New York, have ive, 
their delegates special instructions with regard to, certai, 
changes desired in our Book of Discipline. All of gaiq . 
sired changes we believe have been presented, and passed 
to the respective committees on revision of the Book of Dis. 
cipline. We would further say, that the Genesee, Qnop.. 
daga,; New York, and Iowa Conferences, have concurred 
a resolution of the New Jersey Conference recommending 
action as to Article VI., Section 2, of the Constitution, 
Fourthly: In view of the Disciplinary omission, alluded 
to inthe Preamble of this Report; your committee would 
recommend the insertion in our Book of Discipline, Section 
7, sub-paragraph 14, page 63, the following —“ and forward 
its Journal, for teference and examination, to said Confer. 


R. Swirt, Chairman, 
Adopted. 


+H. B. Knight, Alexander Clark, and A. A. Bassett, were 
constituted a committee to edit the Discipline as revised by 
S. B. Smith moved that in publishing the Minutes of the — 
_ General Conference, after the words, ‘The Methodist Church, 
on title page, there be added in parenthesis—(formerly Meth- 
odist Protestant); and that the several Annual Conferences 
number their sessions as if no,ckan ge of name had occurred.” 


This was adopted. 

On motion of W. H: Jordan, Section 2, Article VII, of the 
Constitution, was charged, that after word “member-— 
ship,” in 6th line, there be added—“provided that every An- 
_ nual Conference District, having five hundred and fifty, or 
j more, over a thousand, shall be entitled to an additional dele- 


gation of one minister and one layman,”=then read, “ pro- 
vided further, that every,” etc.,as now. Adopted. 

J. H. Robinson moved that the committee on compiling 
the New Hymn Book, be authorized to prepare a large edi- 
7 _ tion, with music, so soon as means of the Book Concern wil! 

Took up Report of Committee on Ministerial Education, 


4 
é 
| 
q 


é 


* 


43 


work that the Great Head of the church wit require them to 
| give an account for. vt J. H. HAMILTON; Chairman. 


Adopted. 


On motion of John Burns, it was voted that the young 
men educated by the Board, shall be left free to unite with 
any Conference they please, without reference to. that which 
a T= them, except said Conference furnish the 
money which sustained them. © 

The following - Report of Committee on Boundaries, was 

_ offered and ailopted : | 
committee would. respectfully report: 1. That the 
line between the Onondaga and Genesee Conferences shall 
run North and ‘South, beginning where the west line of 
Wayne county intersects Lake Ontario; ;running on said line 
to its intersection with the East line of the county of Steuben. 
Onondaga to embrace all territory in Northern New York, 


formerly embraced in the extinct Champlain Conference. 
- Churches along the line first above described, to elect which 
Conference to attach themsélves to. 

2. The line between the Iowa and North Towa, to be as 
lows: Beginning onthe Mississippi river at the Sonth-east (88 
corner of Muscatine county, running west'to Cedar river; (4) 
thence to the junction of said river with the Iowa river to 
the old, or correction line; thence west to the East line of | pune 
Poweshiek county ;. thence North to the North-east corner 
of the same county; thence West half way across Jasper 1 
county; thence South six miles; thence West to the East 
line of Polk county ; thence. South six miles ; ; thence West 
to the Missouri river. 

_ 3. We recommend that the First Methodist Society of East 

Liverpool, Ohio, be supplied by the Pittsbugh Conference 
until it elect to be again supplied by the Muskingum Con- 
ference. 

4. That the Sixth Street Church; of Cineinnnts; Ohio, be 

added to the Pittsburgh: Conference, until they shall elect to 
return to the-‘Ohio Conference. _ 

5. That the Maine and Boston Conferences be tinitedt a 
that the united Conference be called .“ Boston” and said Con- 
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-_Ly-as possible, and that Annual Conferences shall hola p pag. 


‘mend that theAgent, the Editor of our Church Paper, Presi- 


in our Book Dis@@line. 


exceed three years. 


_ cal strength and financial ability. 


tors toa strict account on this subject in the examination 
of character. 


9, That this General Conference elect an Agent, and that 
said agent shall make it a specialty to meet present Obliga- 
tions, avoiding incurring other obligations, unless there be 
funds in the hands of the Board to justify. And werecom. 


dents of Annual Conferences, and the pastors ot churches, all 
join in influencing our people to give liberally, i In accordance 
with the requirements made of pastors, aa thus } incorporated 


3. That the Board be continued at Pittsburgh, A that the 
following persons be elected members: G. G. Westfall, I. W. 
McKeever, T. H. Colhouer, J. H. Claney, R. H. Marshall, 
and Wm. Morrison. (The Corresponding Secretary Cx: 


officio.) 
4. That persons admitted nader the care of the Board must 
have a good English education. 


5. That no one be received under the care of ‘the Board : 
_who uses tobacco, or continues such use. 
6, That the work of T. H. Colhour, “N om Episcopal Meth- 
odism,” be included in the course of reading » by candidates 
for the ministry; as per Discipline, se 
‘7. That no student remain andes! the care of the Board, to 


8. That J. B. Walker be re-elected Agetit and correspond- . 
ing Secretary. — 
9. That the Board direct the Agent to employ his time to 
the best advantage to secure the obj eet desired, and that econ- 
omy be used in all expenses. 
10. That the Board be directed to neeertaln the probable 
expenses for a year, in advance, and apportion the same to- 
the several Annual Conferences, according to their numeri- 


ii. That the Annual Conferences exercise the utmost care 
in the recommendation of young men to the Board, remem- 
bering that such as are seccmebnpided, are entering upon a 


> 

a 

45 

| 

° 

| 

f 
a 

> 


45 


mends to the Church at Rome, Phebe, aservant of the church 
at Cenchrea, or as some translate it, a deacon of the church. 

Yet to the Corinthians he says: “Let your women keep si- 
| lence is the churches; for it is Hat permitted unto them to 


speak. 


These glimpses of the relation of woman to the Gospel in 
the apostolic age give to this question an interest deep, in- 
tense and peculiar. There was now a fulfilment of the glo-— 
rious promise spoken by the prophet Joel: “And it shall 
come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all flesh; and yoursons and daughters shall 


prophecy.” Thus the contemplation ofan influence, so plain 


and palpable as it was upon all flesh, that it assumed the 
most impressive dignity at once. The wind and the fire were 

now its symbols. The wisdom of God was now attended 
by God himself. It was mighty in the extreme. It had a 
world of its own. “The great and notable day of the Lord 
had come.” History tells us that women were authorized by 

the church to preach, and were ordained for centuries after 
the apostolic times. 


In Gihon’s history of the i on page 231, we read that 
until the seventh century the faithful had recognized priest- 
esses, for in the proceedings of the Council oi Chalcedon, it 
is formally declared that women might receive the orders 
of the Priesthood. St. Clement, the immediate successor of 
the apostles of Jesus, enters atlength in one of his epistles 
upon the duties of the priestesses. He says they might cele- 
brate the holy nuptials, preach the Gospel to men as well as 
women. Godly women have done much for tke cause of 
Christ. ‘There were never sympathies purer, and none more 
hallowed and delightful than women had brought to this | 
great work. They are pre-eminently qualified to preach to 
lost sinners a pardon, written with pointed steel and stream- 
ing blood, and to which a vast amount of its moral influence 
is employed. Woman is elevated and endowed with rare 
qualifications for those divine services. Yet we are deeply 
impressed with the fact that the church and the world needs 
more of woman's earnest labor in the further refinement of 
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ference shall include the States of Maine, Massachusetts 
Ithode Island, and New Hampshire. © 


6. Thatthere be added to the list of Conference Districts 


3 Tennessee and North Georgia, to inclu de the States of ‘Ten. 
nessee ond Georgia. 


7. That we add to our list Kentucky District, to include 
thd State Kentucky. 


8. Also tae North Carolina Mission (colored) Conferenee 
— to embrace the State of North Carolina. 


J. THRAP, Chairman, 
“Adopted. 


The following is the majority Report on Female Ordina- 
tion, referred to on page 22 made by the chairman, W. R. 
Parsons : 


In the great Christian movement to which Jesus Christ h has — 
given his name, there is a blending of agencies, a unity and 
activity of the energies of all true souls, which igs original 


and peculiar. There is neither male or female, bond or free, 
Jew or Gentile; all are Christ’s. 


Thus they are consecrated to one up-lifting, all- controlling 
end; they touch society in all vital relationships, giving free- 
dom to all individuality, thereby energizing all goodness, 

elevating our affections, and increasing our joy, and what- 
ever else can possibly enter into ROT for its progress in 
purity, as related to time or eternity. 

This work had, in the early history of Christianity, many 

active agents, male and female; those who worked on alike 
| _ theborders of the invisible, and felt the power of a new and 
|. divine life. The individual believer could say, “I live, yet — 
| not I but Christ liveth in me,” and St. Paul, recognizing the 
a same holy influence m the lives of others, speaks of it as 
:. “Christ in you, the hope of glory,” and makes mention by 
4 name of many of the active workers, male and female, and 
_ commends them to the confidence. and affections of the 
churches. In his letter to the. Phillippians he says:,“ And 
l entreat thee, also, true yoke-fellow. help those women 
which labored with me in the Gospel ; *? and he also col: 
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Walker, were nominated. C. H. the elec- 


tion. 
Item 8, of original report, was then on motion of C. Gray, 
stricken out. ‘Then the report as a whole, adopted, viz: 


Foreign and Domestic: Missions. 


1. The General Conference shall elect at each of its regular 
sessions, three ministers and three lay members of the Meth- 
odist Church, who; together with the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, shall constitute a Board of missions, to servo until the 

next General Conference. 


All vacancies occurring in the Board, by death, resigna- 
tion, or ceasing to be a minister.or member of the Methodist 
Church, or by removing to too great.a distance to admit of 
convenient attendance on ‘the. periodical meetings of the 
Board, shall be filled by a Majority: of the remaining mem- 
bers. \ 


The Board: shall be located in the city of Pittsburgh, ‘Pa., 
and shall within one month after the rise of the General Con- 
ference, elect from its own body, a President, Treasurer, and 
Recording Secretary. ‘The Corresponding Secretary shall. be 
elected by the General Conference. 


3. The Board shall adopt such rules and reg egulations as may 
be necessary for the transaction of its bus 8s and give ef- 
ficiency to its operations. 


4, It shall have authority to employ such ministers and 
preachers, to serve as missionaries, (Foreign and Domestic,) 
as a majority of the Board may deem necessary, and to devise 
ways and means to raise money to meet its expenditures. 


The Board shall also have authority:to establish missiona- 
ry stations, or fields of labor, in destitute and unoccupied 
portions of the States or Territories, either within or without 
the boundaries of Annual Conference Districts. Provided, 
if they be within such boundaries, the consent of such Con- 
ference shall be obtained. No minister or preacher shall be 
employed unless he be recommended by an Annual Confer- 
ence or the President thereof. Ali missionaries employed by 
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society. And perhaps, the brief notice we have of woman’ R 
services inthe Apostolical times is to teach us that ; in their 
service the church must be coverned by the wants of the age 
and the needs of society. Therefore, 


Resolved, That the Annual Conferences of the. Methodist. Church : 
shall have power to ordain Salieri, if a majority of the Con 


ference 
shall so decide, 

- The chairman then: stated that this was a majority report, 
and that two of the committee would present a minority re-_ 


port. As the minority report was not re, the considera- 
ti of" of the report: was-postponed. 


Not adopted.—Secretary. 


The reports of committee on Constitution for Sabbath- 


schools, were then made, viz: a majority and ‘minority re- 
port. Read and laid on the table. 


Adjourned. Prayer by W. H. Jordan. 


"Tenth Day~Moming 


SaTurpay, May 25, ‘1871. 


Conference met at 8 oO ‘clock. John. Burns in the chair. 
Religious exercises conducted by the chairman. 

C. Gray, from special committee on harmonizing the. Re- 
port of Committee on Missions reported. - Read and acted on 
item by:item. 


The word. “Pittsburgh” was then isastad in blank for 
‘place, in item2. Adopted. 


Nominations made for Corresponding Secreta- 
ry, as per item 1 Collier, C. H. Williams and J. 5. 
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ipesolved, That the ‘Board of Publledtidn'be’ directed! to 
4s soon as practic able, the éost of an edition of the new: ‘Hyman: ‘Book, 
“with music; and send out a Circular, with a blank for'subscribérs’ 
to all the pastors of ‘our church, with the requedt ‘thdt ‘they 
the names of pa“tiés ‘Who will take copy’ df ‘the sdine ‘within 
tivo months after its réceipt. Ifasfficient number 
ach edition be publishéd as soon as practicable. 

On motion of Editor'elect‘of the 
‘per, the following brethren weretonstithted con- 
tributors,” to assist the Editor in ‘his duties: John: ‘Scott, of 

the Pittsburgh Conference: W. H. Jordan, ‘of ‘the North 
Lllinois; J. J. Smith, of the New Work: B.-A. Wiiteat, of the 
Genesee; H. B. Knight, of the Pittsbur gh ‘T. 'B. Graham, of 
the Ohio; John Burns, ‘of ; Lowrie, of 
Adrian College. 

The Committee ‘on StaNisties, A. Bassett, chairman, re-~ 
ported. Report accepted. (See Appendix, Document h.) 

On motion ‘of Wa. ‘Coilier, Conference 

Resolve®, That'the old Board of Publication continue in office unti? 
the Book Concetn is 'tethoved to Pittsburgh. Also, the Exevutive 

Committee. 
— John Scott moved, and Ooaderenes’ voted that the new 
Board of Publication be requested, if it befound practica- 
‘ble, to pablish an “Annual Register,” giving the statistics of 
the ‘Church, and such other facts connected with our ecclesi- 
asti¢al opereeers as the Board may deem proper. 


Wm. Collier, T. Scott, H. B. Knight, R. H. “Marshall, 
John Scott, and John H. Claney, were, on motion, consti- 
tuted the Board of Missions. 


John Burns moved, That the reports. on be 
red to the Editing Committee of the Discipline, to digest in. 
order to’ insert in the Discipline such features thereof as will 
indicate the judgment of this Conference as to the relation 
m pastors to such schools, and of such schools to the Church. 

arried. 


J.D. Herr, an represdatative of the Pittsburgh 
Conference, was recognized asa member of the hady,, in 


Laishley, excused of absence. 
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‘keep a correct. account of all monies collected by him, and_ 


during its period of service, and to turn over to that body 


48 


the Board, shall be Feepowsine to said Board for their offic 
conduct. 

5. The Board shall also have authority to require the e.. 
responding Secretary to visit Annual Confererices, and other 
places, in the interests of the missionary cause; hold mis. 
sionary meetings, and perform such other duties a8 may be 
necessary to carry out the purposes of the Board, and allow 
him suitable compensation for his services. 7 

6. It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to 


pay the same to the Treasnrer ef the Board, at ame once a 

quarter. 
7. It shall be the duty of the Board tor Pe to the Gen 

eral Conference a faithful account of all its transactions 


all books, papers and funds, in their possession ; 5; and all mis- 
sionary work under its supervis 
9. Annual Conferences, ifthey deem it necessary, may or- 
ganize societies for the Home work, under the name and 
style of *‘ Home Extension Societies.” 
Your committee would further recommend that there be 
added to the Discipline, Section XI, page 66, under the head 
es Duties of Pastors,” as follows :—‘ All pastors of c.r- 
cuits, stations and missions, are. required to take up collec- 
tions annually, in all their congregations, by subscriptions, 
in aid ofthe Board of Missions in carrying into effect the ob- 
ject of its appoinment by the General Conference, and for- 
ward the same to the Treasurer of said Board as soon as 
practicable. Should any pastor fail to make such collection 
he shall be liable to answer therefor, and for a second neg- 
lect, may be left without an Sppoyatnons by the Conference 
of which he is a member. 


Report adopted asa whole, and grasres published, as indi- 
cated. 
C. Gray offered the following : 


Resolved, That this General Conference recommend the Board of 


Missions. to establish a ri, 1S as 
possible. mission in Kansas City, Missouri, | 


Carried. | 
On motion of F. H. Pierpont, Conference 
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to fix the seat of the’ next General Conference. 
abenville, Ohio, and Princeton, were nominated. 


ceton wasdecided on. 
hoo, Brown and father McCormick, here took leave of the 


nce in & few kind words. 


nfer 


y the Report of Committee on Literary Institutions. 
yn motion of John Burns, the name of I. W. McKeever 


; that of John Kost, as Trustees. “The report, as thus 
ended, was then re-adopted asa whole. 
‘Alexander Clark then offered the following 


Resolved, That the special thanks of this General etites vice are 
le,and hereby tendered to the proprietors of the St. Clair Hotel, 
ithe American, of this city, for their generous donations of board 
lodgings, for members of this body, its sessions. | 


Adopted, 

On motion, Conference 

resolved, That it is the sense of this body, that the Board of. Pub- 
ation, by employing the old Board to act for them, for the time 
ing, doesnot thereby divest itself of the legal authority vested in 
no action of this General Conference shall. be con- 
rued. | 


N. R. Swift offered the following 


resident and Secretaries, for their fidelity in the dischargeof the 


ry responsible and laborious duties, devolving upon them during 
r sessions, 


‘The Conference, on motionof E. A. Wheat, also tendered 


ittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Louis, Pennsylva- 


nd Erie: Rallnoads for favors of return passes. 


ecuring these favors, and to A. H. Bassett, for their distri- 
pution through the mail. 


The Press of Pittsburgh, particulars the Commercial, Ga- 


or its satisfactory reports of our doings. 
The Board of Publication was authorized to establish a 


(On motion, ‘Conference re-considered its in 


3 substituted for that of. A. Mahan; and-F. H.:Pierpont | 


Resolved, That this General returns its to the 


sthanks to the Fort Wayne and Chicago, Cleveland and : 
Central, Pittsburgh and Comnellsville, and Pittsburgh 


Also, to Pastors McKeever and Herr,. for their-efforts in 


elle, Chronicle and Dispatch, was complimented and thanked | 


. 
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Annual Conferences, to be inserted in published Minutes, of theGen- 


te pass upon then, was raised and sustained by the. Confer. 
_adopied 


preachers and missionmhries. 


The Executive Committee made a further report, to wi. 
Insert in Discipline, page 63; paragraph 15, the followis,. 
“In the examination of character, these questions shay be 
asked: 
(To the Conference :) 
Is there any to Bro. A—? 
(To the pastors :) 
1. When did you your field of ior? 
2. When did you leave it ? 
3. Did you take up the collections ordered by the Book of 
Discipline, and this Conferenee 
(To the delegate . 
Was, Bro. A—— faithfal in his ministerial and pastoral 
duties. 
Adopted. 
A. Wheat and W. H. offered the following: 
Resolved, That this General Conference requires the President oj 
each Annual Conference to furnish, within a month after the ‘rise of 
this body, to the Publishing Comnuiittee the mames of all the minis. 
ters and preachers, in good standing, belonging to their respective 


eral Conference. _ Carried. 


The Executive Conmitiee vsiaiatind in favor of certain 
Constitution changes. The question not being. empowered 


ence. The report was then withdrawn. 
‘Wm. Collier then offered the following, which Was 


Resolved, ‘That is ‘the of this General that each. 
Annual Conference is fully. to ‘its ministers, 


FP. H. Pierpont, Geo. ond Knight, were cob- 
stituted a coramitiee to inquire and report on what farther 
legislation, if any, is necessary for securing our ehur ch prop: 
erty, and if any, procure the same. 

Took up report of Commitiee on 


and adopted. (See Distant sec on Annual Conference 
Districts.) | 
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“ Qn Rice subseription........... 


DOCUMENT A. 

REPORT. 

of Je S. Thrap, General Agent of the Board of Trustees of 
Adrian College, Methodist Church, of all receipts and disbursements 
ly him from December 1, 1866, to May 1, 1871, including all monies 


collected, and subscriptions taken. Made tothe General Conference 
of said Church, held in the city of Pittsburgh, commencing bis: 17, 1871. 


| DR. | 
“ Interest collected.............. 21 


/ \ 341 98 
“ For Bell om 86 40 


For carpet for S. Hall, .. 55 00 


66 


Traveling 1,891 75 


66 


83 
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Depository at Princeton, Illinois, and also at New Yo Ky 
if asked for, as soon as practicable, — ve City, 


Atthe suggestion of Wm. Collier, it was, 


Resolved, That the visit of our venerable Bro. 
Maryland, to this General Conference, has a 
ure; and we commend him to the grace of God, praying th: 

be preserved, and that he may be Safely is lif 


Me 
fforded 


be Drese returned to his f fail 
J ohn Scott moved that the Board of P ublication be re 


. quested to take into consideration the propriety Of publish, 


ing a Monthly Magazine. Adopted. 


Took up the report of Committee on Adrian Memerih a3 
follows: 


The committee to whom was referred then memorial ote 


tain citizens of Adrian, in reference to changing the placeg 


holding this General Conference, respectfully report: Thy 
they have had the matter before them, and find that. mhik 


there has been a difference of opinion, and consequently 


want ofharmony of action, nevertheless, they do not discor: 


er any intentional wrong on the part of any. 


We suggest that the Conference tender its compliments to 


the citizens of Adrian, for their expression of good-wlll al 
express the hope that such a misunderstanding will not again 


occur. 


On motion of W. i. J ordan, it was, 


Resolved, That this General Conference hereb y instructs the Bite 


and Agent to publish the Minutes of our doings in pam palet lore 
as soon as possible. 


On motion of T. F. Scott, the name of J. D. Herr, of " 
Pittsburgh Conference, was added to the list of “Editor 


contributors to the RecorpeR.” 


Conference was. then addressed by the President in a few 


| parting words, on motion, the hedy adjourned, sine 


die” 
Prayer by 0. Springer. 
FRANCIS F. PIERPONT, PRESIDENT 
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ceported by Prof. G. B. McElroy,. ... 1867-8 | 
$4,758 16; 1968-9, $3,077 205 1889-70, 12: 
1870-71, $3,492 D0... . | 
jue from Board of. 
Due from students..... 
Whole amount of debts and assets. 
9 the Treasurer for amount in purchase of a 
‘mortgage assumed at. transfer..... 
Amount borrowed of Treasurer, 1867........... 
miterest now due on the abowe............. 
Ohio Conference Preachers’ Atd and Mission- 


ary Society .........-- 
Interest now due Ohio Conference 


j-S. Thrap, meney loaned, 1867.............. 
Interest now du 
1, W. McKeever, on 0fd debt assumed........ 


@ 


@ 


—_ 


Yet due on debts assumed in 1867. | 
By amount of notes given yet to collect for pay- | 

ment of $10; 510 
2,069 00 
000 00 $15,500 00 


| $8,976 00 
Amount on new score.—Insurance now due... $300(0— 
Amount paid Professors overinterest collect’d 9,068 06 


‘Amount due Protessors, June 25, 1871 5,700 00 
Money loaned............ 00 


General Agent’s Salary........................ 00 
263 04 $16,041 04 


Balance on South Hall... 


$25,017 04 
11,000 00 
$14,017 
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106 81 
General Agent..... 0,102 49 
President Mahan’s board............... 
A. H. Bassett, expenses..... 28 70 
Redemption and taxon lands. 
Carpet on S. Hall........... 55 00 
“ 360 00 
Notes bearing 10 per cent, in licu of En- 
“Cash on hands... ... 152 32 $50 056 
Notes on hand for Endowment 41,820 00 


Endowment notes bearing 10 per cent. interest ‘910, 000 00 


m” Drawing no int. till Dee. 26, 1872, 19,000 ae. 
Stock on Low Manufacturing Company, 
Whole amount collected for rebuilding South ~~ ‘ 
Whole cost of 18,798 98 


Receipts on tuition and incidental expenses as 
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“WHOLE AMOUNT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 
‘College grounds, buildibgs, and al the inees $130, 000 0) 


Lands transferred to us with the Colle ze,. 2.000 00 
Notes for payment of debts........... 10,510 
Endowment invested and collectable. ...... 190,000 
Total debts unprovided for. 14,017 04 


In making the above exhibit of the financial transactions of the past 


four years and tive months, the Agent only shows the apparent 
monied resultsof his labors, which is very far from being an ade- 
quate exhibition of the efforts made, and labor performed. _ 

_ Ashe has often had to labor much longer and harder, where he bas 
fuiled to secure either cash or subscription, than he did where he met 


with the largest and most encouraging success. But inagood many > 


instances where neither cash nor written obligations were received, 
- promises as sure as the continuance ofthe life of the parties, have 
been received for amounts of money hohorable to those who have 
promised. and will be of great use to the College, when it comes, but 
could not be taken into the above showing of dollars and cents. 

In view, however, of allthecircumstancesin which we had to take 
the initiative, and have had to prosecute our efforts for the securing 


ofour present Institution of Learning, by comparing our present 
‘status with our beginning in the spring of 1864, we thirk the church © 
will see abundant cause for rejoicing over the success of her agencies 


in securing an Educational Institution of high order. Then (in 186!) 
some three or four of us took hold of the enterprize without one 
penny of the church’s money with which to buy an envelope, or to 
purchase a biscuit. Relying upon ourown scanty means as itinerant 
preachers, we entered tl the work, with the purpose of going until that 
was exhausted, and if we failed to meet an encouraging response upon 
the part of the church give it up as impracticable. — 

But blessed be God, through whose favor and the liberality of our 
- people. in contrasting, with nothing then to do with Or On, we are 

able now to report, above all liabilities, property. obligations and 
Money to the $262,742 96, with a College in good running order, 
superior to many, and inferior to few, owned and supported by much 
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Of the whole amount of notes taken for Endow 


‘ amount paid, and the whole amount yet to be paj Ment, the what. 
amount of interest paid. With the whol | 
ANNUAL CONFERENCES. > 
Pittsburgh ......... {$38,102 00/$6,396 77/$26,705 aa, 
MUSKINGUM ...... 15,290 00 3 60) 
Indiana,....... .| 19,955 00 00 
7 925 00} - 00 
North 8,315 00 
South [llinois,...... -| 285 00 
West Virginia......... 970 00 
7,710 00 
Western Michigan........ ..-| 1,072 00 
Onondaga ....,......... _....-| 4,k00 00) 
| Genesee ........... 
Mew Jersey... -.....:..-...| 20 0 
: 00/48,857 78] 88,925 29] 15,778 27 - 
WHOLE AMOUNT | 
a Of Notes taken for payment of debts; amount paid, amount yet to be 
paid, and whole amount ofinterest paid. 
Western Michigan,.................. $1,570.00) $595 419) 
1,663 75| 710 61 10 
998 45) 181 25 64 40 
a Muskingum,..........................| 5,778 10} 4,756 60) 1, 119 82 
cst Virginia,...............- 140 00 
ndiana,...... 974 00} 2,617 | 
21,970 50217 
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59 
DOCUMENT B. 


BOARD OF MISSIONS, 


Report of the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Mi isesons, to 
the General Conference of the Methodist Church, in nieaaaevitenti as- 


sembled: 


The Secretary in presenting his Report ta this body, will first uc- 
knowledge in behalf of the Board and himself gratitude to God, for 


his protecting care over them the past four years, in preserving « . 


theirlives, and permitting them to. meet and attend. to the business 
ef the Board, ateach and all its a quarterly and annual: meet- 
ings, | 


November, 1866, the newly elected members of the Board met in the 
city of Springfield, Ohio, and organized under the rules of the church. 


by electing Geo. Brown, D.D., Pres.; Rev. M. V.B. Euans, Recording |) | 


Secretary, and Rev. J. E. Snowden, Treasurer. The last named, 
shortly after resigned, and A. H. Bassett was chosen to all the va- 
cancy. 


ties by directing the Corresponding Secretary to prepare and send 
out an Annual Circular, and report the condition of our Mission 


work and the wants of the Board to all the pastors, and the church q i ay 


also as far as it was accessible throughout the denomination. 
Just as soon as this important work was met up, the Secretary 


started out and traveled at large among our people, preaching, lec- ie 
turing, taking up subscriptions, collecting money, and as far possi- |) 
ble inducing our people, and those that sit under our ministry,to >) 


contribute willingly and liberally to the cause of Missions. 


_ After traveling about 9 months, the Secretary found himself in the 
midst of serious and embarrassing domestic afflictions. So much so 


that in September, 1867, he notified the Board he could perform the | i 41 


As s00n as practicable after the ied of the General Conference in § 4 i 


Being properly organized the. at once entered upon its 


duties of Corresponding Secretary nolonger. That however much | i o 


he desired to carry out the requirements of the General Conference, 


duty to an afflicted wife and helpless children demanded that he Le | 


serve the church in a more limited sphere. - 


The Board, after carefully considering the whole subject, and |4.°) 
taking into their deliberations the fact that a portion of the church § 0)? 
4s Wellas a part of the pastors in the active ministry, were opposed 4 a 
to collecting missionary money by a salaried Agent, decided to sus- | ba a 
pend the traveling duties of the Corresponding Secretary, other than hae} 
such as they might direct; but required him to keep up the Corres- » 1: 
pondence and perform all the other duties ofhis office. Those duties ead 
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remaining comparatively small debt hanging on us, and thereby re- 


priety of taking the necessary steps to reduce the number of our 


older, more numerous and wealthy denominations. And during the | 
four years we have been running the College, we have not Only edy. 
cated for useful stations, and saved to the church many ofthe sons and 
daughters of our people, but have educated and sent into the active 
ministry ofour church more young men than had been received int 
allof our Conferencesin twicethe number of the years previous; and 
now have young men of talent in course of training for the Gospel 
ministry, amounting in number to more than the whole number now 
belonging to either of anumber of our smaller Conferences. Ang 
besides these a yreat many young men, and young women are now 
receiving a moral, mental and social training there, to fit them to 
ornament and bless all honorable and useful circles of society. 
 Now,in view of all the above, and many more facts that might be 
mentioned, but for fear of over taxing the patience of the Conference, 
what is there in all we have done, or failed to do, to discourage the 
faint hearted? And who that has an eye to see, or a heart to feel, or 
amind to appreriate the church’s great interest, duty, or destiny, 
that can not see and feel great encouragement in what has been done 


and what we now have in hand, and prospect with which as a church 
to glorify God and elevate andsave souls, _ ed 
In conclusion, while our success has not been all that some have 
desired or hoped for, we think it sufficient for devout thanks to our 
Heavenly Father, by all of the Conferences, and members of our be- 
loved Zion, and to inspire all of our peopled with confidence in the 
permanent success ofthe enterprise, to induce our men of large as: 
well as of smaller means, to furnish us with the money to pay the 


lieve our noble Institution of this embarrassment, and set it fully 
free to go successfully on to bless the churchand the world. 
Praying the General Conference to take hold in hearty good earn- 


est ofthe great interest here represented, this Report is hopefully 
submitted by your servant, for Christ’s sake. | | 


J.S. THRAP, General Agent. 
P. S.—After a careful consideration of the whole subject, and fre- 
quent consultations with the membersof the Executive Committee, 
as also with other members of the Board of Trustees and all of the 
Faculty, I beg leave to suggest to the General Conference, the pro- 


Trustees from 80 to 15, making the President of the College ex-officio 

a“ member of the Board, and seven members to be elected a’ each © 
quadrennial session olf the General Conference. By doing this the 
iy isiness of the Board can be just as efficiently done, and hundreds of 
dollars saved annually, of expenses to and from Board Meetings. 
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work, he entered upon his duty without inquiring or knowing the 


great deal to support pastors, and the Treasury of the Board has NE | 
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present time have ereat hope of this Conference. Itis in a young i if f 
and rapidly growing State. Has valuable men init, both inthe min- @ 1 
istry and among the laity, and by the blessings of God attending a Hab 
them, that Conference will soon become a flourishing part of our < elke 
work, and an inviting home to members of our denomination that — | 


seek a location: in that part of the West. 


- 


“OnE Mission Work in the State of Kansas. for'a time moved heavily |.) 


and ‘slowly, but when God in his good Providence opened the wry o 


for the Board to appoint Rev. Moses Jared, Superintendent of that 


amount of salary the Board would-allow. him, but earnestly entreated 
the Board for their prayers and sympathy. A man, over middle 


life in age, he went forth into that sparsely settled prairie country © 
with true missionary zeal, and hunted up the old broken down anid fa ee 


declining classes and infused into them new life and hope. He also ||‘) 
sought out new and destitute places, and there planted the standard | | 
of Republican Methodism and the cross of Christ amons a free, earn- {| 
est and desirous people, and such has been their success that at the |) 
last meeting of the Kansas Mission Conference, it resolved hereafter |) nis 
to sustain itself, upon its own resources. ie 


Our Mission Cenferences on the Pacific coast, Oregon and Califor- 
wia, have been working steadily—and our work there ls inthe care | if AG 
of some good, self-sacrificing ministers of Christ, but has not bean 77) 
vrowing as rapidly as we desired it should. tau is owing to two he att 
Causes: 


1. Our people there are feeble, and too much scattered to doa Ne a 


been too weak to supply the defleiency properly; and, 


2. The need of a few more good itinerant ministers to enter into | ae 
the work with those already in the field. ye 


‘The Board has again and again had this part of Mission work be i ie 
fore them, but have always found their Treasury insufficient to al-/) | 
low them to. make, large appropriations i in aid ofthat important wor rk di HEE 
and with all their desire to see those Cenferencs i increase in strength, | | | 4 
they have been unable to send out any suitable ministers to assist)? || 
in building them up. 
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Aimited Treasury would allow. 


the Secretary has been performing over three years, and that not 
upok a Salary. 


At the time the cinta ceased to travel, the Board looked at it as 


an experiment, but their hope was that though we might not collect 


us much coal otalaaw an Agent was traveling, yet the deficiency 
would not fall behind the Salary and traveling expenses of the Cor. | 


responding Secretary. 


“What: the Board has done, and the our: 


Mission Work. 


Since the present Board organized, both the North Carolina and 
Tennessee Conferences: have .been.organized. and brought into our 
denomination under its directien and supervision. The Board has 


appropriated to those new Conferences all it consistently could,which 


together with what they were able to collect at home, has enabled them 
to live and work with some success. The reports from the Presi- 
dents of these Mission Conferences, show them to beina healthy 
and hopeful condition, but to enlarged success they will have to have 


- some additional active ministers and a better support. 


The Missouriand North Missouri Conferences that were organized 
by Superintendents sent out by the Board, four years ago, were re- 


ceiving aid from our Treasury, have already become ciara 
and faithful and growing Conferences. 


Rev. J. Leech, one of the’ Anperiptenticnts of North Missouri Mis- 


sion Conference, has been removed from ts by death. He fell at his 
post fully prepared by.the grace of Christ for his reward. Also, 


Rev. O. R. Carlton, our.last Superintendent of Missouri Mission Con- 
ference. This devoted brother entered that Mission work from a 
full sense of duty, and Jabored with ardor and untiring energy to 
spread liberal Methodism and Bible Christianity all over that coun- 
try, but in the midst .of prospect, and at.atime of great usefulness, 
when he was exerting a.strong moral influence in Conference, God 
called him from the Militant Church, to the Church Triumphant. 
For the Seeretary in his brief report to mention the fall of those 


| self-sacrificing ministers of Christ, pays but a feeble tribute to their 
memory, . They asked for no eulogy from man. They labored for the 


meat that perisheth not, and, have entered into rest. Though dead 
they yet speak. F 


The Nebraska Mission Conference had ‘alanont become self-sustain- 


| ing, but was weakeaed by setting off that. part of it by General Con- 


ference that was loc ‘ated in the State of lowa, to theJowa Conference, 
but notwithstanding this embarrassment, they have been working 
on and gradually increasing, and the. Board nas done all for them its 
We have had anxiety, and at the 
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the Treasury, but the Board of Trustees of Adrian College conceived 
the idea of endowing a Theological Chair by our Sabbath Schools, 
and made an appeal to them for that purpose, this cut off from us al- 
most entirely the aid and sympathy of our Sabbaths Schools. 

3, By some means a sentiment obtains among a part of our people, 
that we can do but little for Missions, until we rear and educate suit- 
able ministers to send out into Mission fields. 


ences have been turning their attention to mission work in their 


at home. 

All the causes I have here enumerated have been: more or less in 
the way of collecting money for the support of Missionaries, from 
that part of our church that are willing to give money for the spread 
of the Gospel, but the greatest want the Board has felt, has been the 


need of sympathy and co-operation on the part of many of the pastors 
of our denomination, who are in theactive ministry. 


gregations and Sabbath Schools, ) the subject has not been brought 
before the people, and as a consequence, our church members and 


aid in this great moral enterprize. While in some other instances 
the'subject has been brought before the people ina cord, uninterest - 
ing. way and but little is reallzed. 


All of. which is respectfully. submitted. 
ROSE, 


Pa., May 18, 


~~ 
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And I might say in the 4th place, that some of our largest Confer- 


own immediate and have applied their 


Inagreat many instances where our people have a respectable | 
portion of wealth, (and some of right can be cxpected from such con. | 


‘Sabbath Schools in those places are without even an opportunity to _ 
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_ Financial Report, as taken, from the Treusurer’s Book, and 
reported ta the Board. 


RECEIPTS FROM MAY, +1867, TO 


Districts. Amount.|New York...... 144 4( 
Muskingum....... 1,026 21|New Jersey........... 
Western Michigan. North Missourt. 7 00 
Onondaga ..... | 196 40/0, Ss. 149 61 
| EXPENDITURES FROM MAY, 1867, TO APRIL, 1871, 
D.stricts. | Amount.|Traveling, printing, sta- 
.... $1,156 65 tlonery and other ex- 

North Carolina 929 65}. penses of the Corres- 
637 34) ponding. Secretary.... 36008 
Oregon & Washington tT. 387 92/Expenses of convening 

Tennessee..... 250 the Board............. 15°75. 
Missouri,.:....... 228 90\Salary Cor. Sec’y privi- 
| Dayton Mission,O.. ..... 136 00 Services of Secretary un- 

me Nebraska................ 125 85 ‘til Yesignation........ 40666 

Missouri......... 118 85 | 


- When the traveling duties of the Secretary were suspended, the 
‘ _whole work of collecting money for the support of Missions, fell into 
) the hands of the pastors and the people, and the report of the Treas- 
Borer shows most fully that we are far behind in obtaining what the 
pent ought to have received, to make our Mission cause a complete 
» success. There are, however, a few paliating reasons that may ac- 
Ris: “count in part for our sad financial deficiency which may not be. out. 
: ) of place briefly to notice, among which we might state: 
Hi 1. Our Lithograph plates for Certificates of Life Membership. were iG 
hd iabel in the name ef Methodist Protestant Church, and when our 
‘Menominational name was changed, the Certificate became ‘objection- 
“able to a part of our people. However, the plates were subsequent- 
y destroyed inthe burning of the Opera House in Cincinnati. 
“! The subject of getting up another plan was considered by the | 
_ Board, and after carefully examining it, they felt there was suflicient 
“redsons: why they’ had bettér ‘not get up another plate before the 
present meeting ofthe General Conference. 'This course kept out 

of the Tr easury all the income that would have been realized by the 
pales of Life Member Certificates. | 

2. Many of our Sabbath Schools had become interested in our Mis- 
iy sionary enterprize, anil were collecting money and forwarding it to 
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lies. Not however, having means in the treasury, the sum of $956 
had to be used from other sources, for issuing the first editions of the 
Discipline and Hymn Book. The book sales however which followed, 
within a few month, replaced the money, and wewere all right again. 


It is necessary to state some circumstances which have impeded 
and prevented the measure of success which we had hoped to realize. 
During the first season we were passing through what was termed 
the paper panic, struggling with the enormous prices for the essential 
article of paper, they being fully double the amount that they had 
been a few years previously. Of this we are since measurably re- 
lieyved—not fully. Whether or not we ever aguin shall reach the for- 


‘the Weekly, sixty dollars per week, and for the juvenile work, at 
present, over ninety dollars, for each monthly issue. | 


During the first two years of our term, we had a favorable arrange- 
tent with a printing company which occupied portions of our build- 
ing. This party, during the time, did our press work, in compensa- 
tion for their rent, they also paying for thesteam power. But in 1869, 
the Republic Printing Co. retired from us, and went to quarters of 
their own. We at once made arrangements to employ a pressman 
and do our own press work, an essential increase of expenses how- 
ever being involved, especially as we did not immediately succeed 
in renting the portions of the building vacated, and portions still 
outlay for fixtures was required. There was necessity also fora 
general repairing of the building. And withal,it was thought best, 


somewhat the interior, continuing the front stairway to thehird 
story, petitioning the second story into several rooms, and fitting up 
a neat room for the Editor, upon the second floor. And, to comply 
with acity ordinance, and be in keeping with the improvements of 


These repairs and improvements cost us over five hundred dollarf, 
At the end of our second year, 5 8 1869, the Publishing Agent 
was enabled to make report to the Board of Publication, current ex- 
penses fully met, and balance in the treasury of several hundred 
dollars, At that time we were issuing what we considered a respec- 
table sized paper of eight pages, five columns to the page. Being 
much beset with appeals and demands by complainants regarding the 
price of our paper, the Agent ventured in his Annual Report to sug- 
gest to the Board to consider the propriety of announcing in due 
ume, that the price of the yearly subscription would be reduced to 


mer rates, is aquestion problematical. Our paper now costs us, for 


In the above mentioned change in our business, a considerable 


in consultation, the Board of Publication concurring, to reconstruct 


our neighbors, we covered our walk with a neat pavement of brick. 


two cones, trom commencement of next forthcoming volume. This 
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DOCUMENT OC. 
QUADRENNIAL REPORT 
OF PUBLISHING AGENT, METHODIST CHURoH, 
From May 11, 1867, to April 29, 1871. 
| RECEIPTS. 
Methodist Recorder.. oe 97|Donations.............. 
Sunday School Paper.. 7,182 36 ie ‘cial 
Books, sales............. 14,66002} Total..... $59,608 71 
2,545 89 89,088 99 
1,487 45} Balancein hand...... 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paper Makers.......... $13,007 96) Conferences .......... 
10, 407 70 Postage and Stamps.. 
Books and Stationery. and Improve- 
2,054 00/Editor’s Moving Ex- 
Clerk. 1,545 60) penSes................ 
Type Foundry,......... 1,505 10.Foreign Correspon- 
ae Premiuinn Expenses, Apparatus and Repairs 
ers,MembersofBoard 


Our four years’ term: of service, upon which we ‘now make report, 
commenced with the new era in our ecclesiastical affairs, the first 
General Conference of the Methodist Church. At that time we were 

already in po<«session of chu ureh property in Springfield, Ohio, lot and 
building, with a moderate amount of machinery and printing mate: 
tial, and some stock, of all which the estimated valuation was given. 
Qur Weekly Paper had then a circulation of 3,557, and our Semi- 
Monthly Sunday School Paper an average circulation of, say, 4, 00 

With ournew ecclesiastical status, we had to commence de novo, 
as to the i issuing of church books. The Discipline had to be first com- 
piled, and then published. As the current Hymn Book was ordered 

a to be continued as the official work for the four years’ term, using the 
Ae present plates, with a simple change of Title Page, indicating the de: 
ht nominational Name, we were enabled in a short time to _— sup- 
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of whom has since gone to his reward, But, about 1866, when the 
present incumbent was notin the office, in some necessary exigency of 
the business, this deposit was hypothecated as security for a note in 
hank of one thousand nine hundred and forty-eight dollars, This 
circumstance, of course, has obstructed the use of the funds, as in. 
tended. The present Treasurer of the Board, Bro, J. G, Bvana, haw 
had care of this interest; and as he will duly make report, the coup- 
ons of the bonds have reduced the amount of the note by over five 


release the obligation. But to meet the largeamount of extra expen- 
ses, of which mention has been made, in addition to our current ex- 
penses, has thus far commanded all the means we could control. 
Had the enlargement of our paper been deferred one year, we believe 
this could have been accemplished. 


- Our facilities for Book Printing are of course very deficient, until 
an additional press be procured. And the amount which could be 
controlled of the fund in reserve for this purpose, above referred to, 
over two thousand dollars, would be imsuflicient to purchase 
and fit up a desirable machine. Our one Adams press has 
to be used, at the regular intervals, perpetually, for printing our 
weekly and our monthly issues. Then what we doin the way of 
book printing has to be donein the intervals, in alternation with the 
periodicals, which occupy the press the larger portion of the time. 
Thus we printed the pamphlet proceedings of the last two General 


Conferences, Thus we have printed all the editions of the Disci- . 


pline since the Convention of 1858. And thus we continued to print 
the successive editions of our Hymn Book, until an advantageous 
arrangement was made to have both the printing and the binding of 
the werk executed at a responsible house at Cincinnati, they of 
course giving our Springfield imprint. They do this at such fair 


rates, that it is doubtful that we would be able to doit more cheaply 


if we had the facilities. Yet, having aroom in our building, very 
suitable for the purposes of abindery, it would be entirely practica- 


ble, at moderate outfit, to establish one. We are ofopinion it would be 


well to do so—especially as we have at hand a binder, a shrewd man 
who is desirous to enterinto arrangement to workforus. This done, 


itis believed, we would receive a large amount of custom in the way 


of job work. We were inclined to enter into this measure last sea- 
son, but for our increased expenses, and because we preferred not to 
anticipate the action of the then approaching General Conference, 


Within the four years past we have issued seven editions of the 
Church Hymn Book, amounting to 11,729 copies, all of which have 
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seggestion, however, failed to meet the concurrence of either 

Board or the Editor. It was-@ecided, that for the commencemen, 
ensuing volume, we should procure new type, and enlarge the -- of 
thus making it more decidedly worth two dollars ber, 


ft teats per year to the subscribers. This, it was hoped, would a 
ihe cormplaints generally concerning theprice. The Agent, of contre, | 
yielded assent, and pursued the measure. In duetime w 


Comtracted 
for the new printing material, and enlarged the paper. But We had 


to enter upon the measure with a degree of fear and trembling, as} 
the fnancial prospect. For, the purchase of the new matcrial brought — 
us a biti of fourteen hundred dollars; and the enlargement, involving 
increased amount of composition, and increased quantity of paper 
by Weight, gave us an increased expense for the ensuing year o: 
fourteen dollars per week, $715 00. These circumstances gave us too 
mauch of 3 financial backset to be overcome in one season, and the in. 
erease of patronage did mot prove sufficient to justify the cutlay 
The third Annual Meeting of our Board, one year ago, found us 
struggling withthis stress of circumstances. We had some indebt- 
oN edness, and during the ensuing summer, when we suffered the usual 
a falling off of reecipts, we had to obtain loans, amounting to eleven 
hundred dollars, for afew months time. But we were thankful to 
be enabled to struggle through, and afterwards to replace these 
amounts and Keep ourselves equal tothe situation. Meanwhile, 
Bro, Scott, the Editor elected by last Gemeral Conference, tendered 
ue his resignation, and Bro. Clark was chosen to fill the important post 
ee  waeated. The Board thought it mecessary to accord to the latter an 
) imerease of salary, besides which his moving expenses we paid 
: amounted to one hnndred and fourteen dollars. We have since also 
adopted the use of a superior article of paper, causing an increased 
‘expense of several dollars weekly. {ey | 
‘Atwis mecessary thus to make statement of the several extra expen- 
ses we have had, that it may appear why our business has not been 
: Yagre productive and prosperous. But we are in running order. 
Some of the drawbacks have been overcome. And, if the essential 
requisite of pecuniary means is duly supplied, and if new burdens 
do not impede us, we are about ready to move into the better succes® 
Which we nave been hoping and struggling torealize. 
Several years ago, a movement was made to make upaspecial fund — 
for the purchase of an additional press, and for establishing a bind- | 
ery in connection withthe Book Room. Thesumof about thirty-five 
hundred dollars was raised, invested in U. S. bonds, and made 4 
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Special deposit in bank for the intended purpose. The main postion 
this amount was donated by two aged brethren of Cincinnati, one 
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should be circulated. Every pastor should be required by his con- 
nce 

a ennai in his charge. 1 have sent twenty new subscribers 

is acircuit where there was but one subscriber when I came to it; 

and my copy of the paper is alll want for my work in its behalf.” 

"his dear brother isnot alone. We have others, in many of the con- 


ferences, 
cess. And we consider that such should, in some .way, have some 


compensation for their efforts. But we are sorry to say that upon 


the other hand, there are those who do little or nothing for the in- 
terests of the paper, and whose agencydoes not even compensate for 
their own copy. Such brethren, in some instances occupy important 
positions. They are probably conscientious, anid wish well to the 
interests of the church, (even of the church paper, provided it can 
pun itself!) But it is plain as day, that no paper could exist half a 
year through their influence or exertions in raising means for its 
support, even if they were numbered by thousands. | 


SUBSCRIPTION LIST, BY DISTRICTS. 


.....103;Oregon and Washington,..... 38 
Pittsburgh, 483 Nebraska,........ 
West Virginia, 106 619 Wisconsin 28 
.578|North Carolina,............... 25 
Missouri....... 132|Georgia and Delaware 2 each,. 
121\D. C. and Virginia, 1 each,.... 
120\S.Carolina and Louisana 1 each 
North Missouri,...... Wyoming Territory,.......... 


We can not refrain from referring to the recent death of Bro. O. R. 
Carlton, of Missouri. Less than than five years ago, a young minis- 
ter, he went to that country, then just recovering from the desolating 
ravages of war. He traveled extensively in his Gospel work, and 
We may say, he everywhere propagated our cause by introducing our 
church paper, and circulating our books. Largely through his influ- 
cice and labors, with some partial aid from the Board of Missions 
Which is now withdrawn, a self-sustaining conference, is established, 
(besides another in North Missouri,) and in its bounds to-day our 


so far as possible, to place a copy of the paper in every fam- 


acting with the like disinteredness, and energy and suc-— 
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been sold. This amount of sales, for the period, is vey 
denomination. But the foreshadowing of a new e¢ 
evident influence upon the demand. On this acecoy 
successive editions the smaller, from 1,000 to 
to have quantities left on hand unsold. 


Of the Church Discipline we haveissnued but two editions, 
ing to 6,7l5copies. We are sorry to that this quantity 
answered the demand. So small and convenient a book, th 
of the church, issued at so cheap a rate, 25cents per COpy, retail) 
postpaid, and 25 per cent, off, wholesale, one would Suppose, would 

be demanded in quantities everywhere—would occupy place in a) 
our families, not to say in the coat pockets of allour brethren, By 
it seems that, in all our connection, less thau seven thousand copies 
are sold in the pariod of four years! 


Our Subscription List of the METHODIST RECORDER is 4,614, a con. 
siderable allowance to be made for Agents, Exchanges, and other 
non-paying copies. The number, four years ago, was 3,557; a net gain 

realized of only 1,047in the period. What proportion of this is due 

to the premium measure pursued during the past winter can not be 
determined. Atthe instance of the Editor, with the best of motives, 
in view of extending rapidly and largely our subscription list, we 
arranged with a magazine publishe, at a minimum rate, for joint 
issue of the two publications. Hundreds of subscriptions were re. © 
ceived, upon this principle, and our paper has thus gone into numer. 
ous families which it had never beforereached. But, of course, this 
_ghas yielded no present profit, the advantage tobe realized lies only 
inthe permanent subscriptions secured, paying full price in future. 
The arrangement too hasinvolved an incalculable amount of labor and 
perplexity on the part of the Publishing Agent. And the endis not» 
yet, for he is by many heldresponsible for every failure and oversight 
at the Philadelphia house as well as at our own House of publica- 
tion. From our experience thus far, it is our opinion, that in future 
our paper should be offered to the public on its simple merits, with- 
out the inducement of a premium to subscribers: We are happy 
say that since the discontinuance of the premium offer, the Editor 
and Publisher are cheered with the daily influx of new names to our — 
list. Our brethren generally who act as Agents, do so from the wor: 
thy motive to promote the interests of the church. We havea noble : 
set of brethren acting in this capacity, whoare endearing themselves q 
to us more and more continually by their vigilance andenersy™ [i 
acting for the interests of the paper. We take the liberty to perso!’ [i 
ate one case, in the far West, Bro. W. Tipton, of Miscouri Confer- 4 
ence. He writes, “I do hope, Bro. B., that you will soon leave out ‘ 
the offering of premiums. It is not the way that a church orga® 
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Bills payable, . 


‘LYABILITIES. ( 


in Mad River National 


$22,671 08 


= is matter of congratulation, that in the progress of business and 
improvement around us, our property in Springfield is steadily 
advancing in value. The tround itself is worth five times the 
amount of its value atthe time of our purchase. Neighboring pro- 
perty holders say that the building is now worth one fourth more 
than the amount of its cost when erected. Weare just half a square 


from our principal railroad. At its nearest point has lately been’ 


erected a new passenger depot. Half a square from us, in the oppo- 
site direction, now stands a newly erected first class hotel build- 
ing, which contains the city post office. Thus our building is sit- 
uated half way between these two great public points, and almost 
within a stone’s cast of each of them. If may not be amiss to state 


that additional railroad lines are being laid, both east and west of 


Springfield, which willshortly bring the place on the line of one or 
more great through routes, which will greatly add to the — 
facilities of the point. 

We can not close this Report without bearing testimony to the en- 


ergy, application and devotion of the Editors,"Bros. Scott and Clark, 


to the interests of the REGORDER. Their workis before the people. 


Our relations with them, have been harmonious and fra- 


ternal, 
Finally. The interests of our publishing business, have been, with 


the writer, for a series of years, aruling passion. And he now, asking — 
indulgence for imperfections, in all deference, renders his account 


to the General Conference, with sincere wishes and prayers for the 


future enlarged success of the enterprise. 


Respectfully submitted, | 
A. H. BASSETT, 


Springfield, Ohio, May 15, 1871. ie 
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paper has a larger cireulation than in some of the olq confer 

This foreshows permanency. Otherdear brethren have finished the 

york, who used to act zealously for our paper, procuring sys, ves 

ions by scores. Of these were V. Lucas, of Pittsburgh, ¢, ¢ ni 

of Genesee, W. E. Matin, of North Mlinois, W. Purvis, of Nort 
Iowa, H.C. Boyer, of Nebraska, and others. We have been pained 
to lose these brethren from the working ranks. 

were faithful unto death, andthey have their reward. We ar 


Only 
anxious that surviving ones should now step forward and {ijJ] their 
places in effectiveness. | | 


Our Sunday-school paper has not the amount of patronage to make 
it strictly remunerative. Heretofore, it has lived, through econom 
in its outfit and management. Ihe taste of our Editor has required 

a change inits form, which is well approved, so far as we know: byt 
the increase of embellishments involves an increase of cost, which 
would be compensated by increase of patronage. Should not oy 
brethren, everywhere that there are Sunday-schools, see that the 
little journalisintroduced. Our Editoris taking great pains to make 


it interesting and attractive, and in this he is succeeding well, 


4 Nore.—We are happy to say, that within the two weeks past, since 
aa the above was written, we have had such a steady influx: of orders 


Bi for ourjuvenile, that we were compelled to print a second editionot 
ae May numbers, all of which have been called for. And we have now 
hi in press a larger edition for June than we have ever before struck, 
STATEMENT OF BOOK SALES, BY DISTRICTS, 
Be | To show the amount of Patronage given to the Book Concern within each 
1,542 05|North Carolina,............ 108% 
south 505 O8iCalifornia, ......... ....--- 27 20 
3831 65|Rhode Island,.........-..- 


ESTIMATE OF ASSETS. 


But thank God, they | 


Lot and Building,.............. 

Books on haad, . 
nited States Bonds in hands of 
Subscriptien List and Good 2000 


13 
or 
180 00/2608 77|1503 10\1247 24/487 976 31 
57 00| 704 88| 705 26| 934 05|276 $i) 2678 00 
152 00| 792 02| 458 18| 393 06/278 83| 2074 06 
Wew 98 313 81] 176 13) 221 59|256 09) 1066 37 
40 00} 63 55) 115 55 81 38261 90, 562 39 
85 60} 149 81 75) 838 04/112 23) 462 02 
20 63} 50 00) 24 75) 46 50) 25 00) 166 
158 113 80} 175 35 13 00 460 92 
North Indiana...... 71 50) 71 15 176 40 
45 00) 91 79) 62 20) 40 83) 68 29) 303 11 
Western Michigan .......].... ..| 55 00} 12 09) 8 10/118 45 193 64 
8 3 00) 141 61) 806 88/177 42); 628 91 
29 50} 89 60] 140 80| 25 00] 284 90 
12 00; 71 80) 28 35) 5 20) 117 3 
BOWE. 100 00; 14 00} ...... 20 45) 134 45 
Interest on Permanent funds $ 8TT T7 
Miscellaneous, Allegheny Seminary...................... _90 00 
Received from old freasurer at Springfield.............. 2,599 44 
Balance on Bands... (400 2,681 59 


It will be see by our printed By-Laws, that no young man can ob- 


tain the assistance of this B 


oard, until he produce a written recom- 


mendation from the church of which he is a member, and of the Con- 


ferencein the bounds of which he resides. Stating that heis be- 


lieved to be truly pious: 


>; possesses promising native talents ;is deeply 


impressed with the duty of preaching the Gospel; is destitute of the 
means to defray the expenses of his own education; has mastered 
thoroughly all the branches of rudimental education taught in the 


better 
enter 


The plan proposed is, 


lect the men to whom aid 


grade common schools, 
and continue in the mini 
Providentially hindered, and 
fund the money with interest 


and agrees, if assisted, in due time to 
stry of the Methodist Church, unless 
on failure to do so, binds himself to re- 
from the time it was received. Pe 
that the churches and Conferences shall se- 
shall be given; furnish the means to defray 


their expenses in connection with the candidates the mselvyes, deter- 
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DOCUMENT D. 


MINISTERIAL 


REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


‘T o the President and Members of the General Conference of the Meth 
odist Churth, assembled in Pittsburgh, Pa., May 17, A. D., 1871. 


DEAR BRETHREN: The Board of Ministerial Education, as required 
in the Constitution by which we are governed, now offers for your 
consideration its first quadrennial report. 


In doing so, we feel sure you will heartily join with us in senti- 
ments of. devout gratitude for the evident manifestations of the Di- 
vine favor, that have already attended our efforts to encourage 


and help worthy young menin making their i dessins) for the 
work of the Gospel ministry. 


It will be remembered that it is only a little more than four years 
since our denomination first engaged in this worthy undertaking. 


During this time the Annual Conferences have placed uncer the care 


of the Board thirty-three candidates, all of whom have received more 


or less assistance. The number sent from each Conference thus far 
is as follows: 


Pittsburgh, 7; Muskingum, 2; Ohio, 5: New York, 3; New Jersey, 
2; Onondaga, 1; Genesee, 1; Indiana, 2; North Indiana, 2; North. 


-Tihinois, 3; South Illinois, 1;. noe, 3; North 


Iowa, 1; Nebraska, 1. 


When the present educational year shall close, fifleen of the above 
number will have left the College to join the brethren in the active 
work in their respective\Conferences. The time they were under the 
care of the Board respectively, varylng from two to four years. Fif- 
teen of the remaining number are still pursuing their studies, and 
expect in due time to enter the ministry. While for sufficient, rea- 


sons, the Board declined further help to thage after they had been at 
the College ashort time. 


Seventeen Annual Conferences,'an as is supposed, over two 
dred churches within these bounds, have thus far contributed to the 
support of this enterprise. In consequence of parties failing in some 
cases to give thenecessary information when sending money, we are 
not able to state the precise amount contributed by each Annual Con- 


ference. But the following exhibit from the Treasurer will approx: 
imate the facts in the case: 
\ 
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have done sonobly; bring results of such an encouraging character. 18 
that a very large proportion of the church has heard but little about, 
and done nothing for the support of this cause! Many of the people Leh 
even yet, totally misapprehend the whole matter, by supposing that 
special sympathy for young men abundantly able to take care of 
themselves is intended, and fail to see that the object is not to show 
special favor to men, but as speedily as possible, to largely increase pis 
the number of properly qualified ministers of the Gospel, and there- ae 
by build up the cause of Christ. : 


-Asit would be vastly expensive and is utterly impracricable to 
multiply hired agents totraverse the country, and present tnis sub- 
subject to the people, we, like other denominations, are compelled | 
to look to pastoral co-operation, as the only available agency on 
which we can rely for this work. | 


~The last General Conference did order thateach pastor should pre- | P 
sent this subject to the people of his charge once during each year, me ia 
and take their contributions forit. But they set notimeforit tobe 
done. andthe Board have not only failed to get collections taken 
with any degree of unanimity. but with a large majority have failed Pie 
to get the work done at all. | 

We therefore commend the whole subject, with the above state- aie 
ment of facts to your most earnest consideration, hoping that in ae 
your wisdom such.legislation may be had as will make this depart- = | 
ment of our church enterprize a great powerfor good. We feel that Fy 

we need not labor to prove to you what is soapparent toall,that 

our great need as a branch of the Christian Chureh, is a larger num- . 
ber of efficient ministers. It is true of us, as ofall other denomina- « 
tions, that we have, and are prospering in the great work of giving | 
the bread of life to a perishing world, in proportion, (other things be- 
ing equal, )as we have been ble to secure effective, faithful men to 
preach the Gospel. | 


‘Besides the increasing. demand of our. advaneing work for more la- cn 
borers, our ranks are being constantly depleted by the hand of death ate 

and otherwise. You will not fail to be deeply impressed with the 
fact, that two honored ministers elected to have seats in this present 
General Conference, and two laymen have fallen during the past year. 
Many others also who have gone forth in the heat of the battle, have. 
fallen in the conflict! | 

Thoughtfully may we therefore inquire, who is to fill the place of 

the energetic Carlton of Missouri? The faithful Purvis of North 
Iowa? The earnest Boyer of Nebraska? The venerable Reeves of . 

_ Pittsburgh? and others who have gone to their reward. : 

Who also is to succeed our honored Brown, Rutledge, Springer, 
and {William B. Evans? and many.other worthy men who yet 
linger among us in the evening time of life, after the hard fought 
battles of their day for the triumph of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
the principles of ajust and liberal church government? | . 

Well may we inquire also, from whence the supply of laborers to 
aid in gathering the whitened harvest on the distant frontiers of our 

: rf) conntry, as well as to go forth with the word of life to distant 

The increasing wants of our older and stronger Conferences for 
men to supply the work in our densely populated towns and citles, 
and all through the country, is a matter of serious concern. : 

Only giveus themen to go forth with a free, untramineled Gospel, 
the liberal form of church government bequeathed to us by the 
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mine on the course of study to be pursued, and the length of tj 
they are toremainin college, etc. me 

‘Tt being the duty of the Board to take charge of the candidates thu 
placed in their hands; see that ehey continue to maintain truly 
Christian character, pursue faithfully the course of Study agreeq 
upon hy them and their respective Conferences; that the money fur. 
rished be expended on the most economical basis possible to accom 
vlish the desired end; rcport annually the standing and Progress of 
the students to their Conference, and see that they return to them a 
the time agreedupon. 

Thus it will be seen, if the Conference either induce or allow their 
young men to leave the college without sufficient preparation fo, 
their work, the Board can not be held responsible. As the Genera 
Conference gave no rule as the length of time assistance should be 
rendered, the Board has endeavored to carry out the will of the Cop. 
ferences in each given case. Declining, however, to extend aid to any 
one longeethan four years. 

Ofcourse, in the beginning, these rules were not so strictlv adher. 
ed to as now, either in regard to the Conferences or the young men, 
The result has been, the former have been slow to assume the proper 
responsibility; andin regard to the latter, a few persons have been 
aided whose primary education did not reach the present standard, 
in consequence of which their stay at college has been necessarily 
longer than it would have been, had. the present rule been observed. 

In regard to the amount of assistance to be rendered each candi- 
date per year, the Board has been governed by the necessities of 
each particular case, rather than a fixed amount by rule. It being 
found, however, that in case of those who had no means of their own, 
two hundred dollars would cover the actual college expense of stu- 
dents for the minisrry, that sum has become maximum appropria- 
tion. The object being’ to render that amount of assistance only, 
which was essential to retain each student in college." — 

The means of support relied upon for the prosecution of this work 
has beenfromtwo sources: | 
1. The annual interest on whatis known as the Permanent Fund. 

This fund consists of two thousand five hundred dollars, which was 
given by our lamented Bros. James Hicks and Daniel H. Horne, of 
Cinclnnati, Ohio, before their decease, and is now invested in 5-20 

United States Bonds. The Board has also had the interest on about 
seven thousand dollars, resulting from the sale of Allegheny Semin- 
ary, owned by the Pittsburgh Annual Conference, And although 
the principal is not yet in the hands of this Board as contemplated It 
would be by the last General Conference, the interest has been paid 
annually into its Treasury. 

Itis very desirable that these permanent securities should be 
largely increased as rapidly as possible. But the constant appeal to 
our brethren oflarge means to free the college irom financial embar- 
rassment, and place it on a firm footing, has prevented the Board 
from making special efforts in this direction. 

The other and principal source of revenue is a direct contribution 
_ from the churches annually. This plan is succeeding Jaxgely wit 
other denominations, and is working well among our people as fir as 
they have been properly informed on the subject. The annual con- 
tributions of many of our congregations during the past four 
for this object will compare ravorably with those of well drille 
churches of long experience. __ 

Yet it is to be deeply re-retted, that after a portion of our peopl 
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brethren in any laudable effort to save souls, and bring the whole 
world to Christ; thus proving to the world that we love one another. 

9, As a branch ofthe church of Jesus Christ, and as a separate or- 
vanization in the great family of Methodism, based upon Scriptural 
and Republican principles, we feel, that after more than forty years 
of existence and experience, maintained by an amount of sacrifice of 


no small magnitude, voluntarily and cheerfully borne upon the part 


of the ministry and laity, forthe sake of the principles involved, that 


the wisdom of the honored founders of our church is fully vindicated ; 
and her continuedexistence upon those principles imperatively de- 
- manded as much now as ever before. Not one fundamental principle has 
proved itself a failure: while the great pressure brought to bear upon 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in favor of a representative form of 
- government, fully establishes the correctness of our own church pol- 
ity in the minds of intelligent Methodists: and we should beguilty 
of a moral wrong to relinquish those principles for any minor con- 
-jderations of money or place. 
8. Judging from the expressions of representative men, and 
leading journals inthe Methodist Episcopal Church; that, the Epis- 
copacy With all its adjuncts, as we believe, of unreasonable power is 
to be conserved; and also, that the present lay delegation movement 
in that church is not yet officially settled: and if it were, itis in our 
judment a practical nullity, so faras the laity are concerned: and as 
in all the approaches made to us as a church by them, either spoken 


or published, we can perceive no concessions towards us farther 
than kindly recognitien and brotherly greetings, we fail to see at, 
present any reason why we should disband eur church and join 

Nevertheless, we will ever stand ready to consider plans 


ion of the whole Methodist family, whenever it can be done with- 
out a sacrifice of those Bible principles we so dearly cherig! 
have solong successfully maintained. And we hereby declare 


hearty willingness to confer in an official capacity with persons” 


properly appointed by the Methodist Episcopal Church, at a suitable 
time and place, to consider plans for Christian co-operation; fraternal 
visitation, ora basis of ultimate union: urging, meanwhile, that the 
most kindly feelings and friendly intercourse be cultivated between 


(he two churches; and we hail with pleasure the presence of Rev. Dr. 


Merril, of the Western Christian Advocate, and Rev. J.G. Bruce, 


commissioners appointed by the Methodist Episcopal Church to visit — 


our General Conference, and to confer upon plans of union. 
_ 4 There are some minor bodies of non-Episcopal Methodism exist- 
ing in different parts of the country, who, in common with ourselves. 
hold substantially the same views of church government, and each of 


these organizations are doing what they can to sustain their cherished - 


prineiples. It is obvious that these divisions and subdivisions of 
non-Episcopal Methodism are at once weakening, and detrimental to 
the cause we each desire to maintain. It is equally obvious that if 
we were united into one body, we could, by our united efforts, con- 
centration and directness of aims,and plans, be much more efficient 
asa body than in our present isolatedand divided condition. We 
therefore recommend the creation of a committee by this General 
Conference who shall be authorized to confer, in the interim of this 
General Conference, with like committees from any or all of the sep- 
arate denominations of non-Episcopal Methodism upon a basis of 
union, subject to the action of the succeeding General Conference. 
We hereby cordially invite all our non-Episcopal brethren to kind- 


-at 


as a church to join hearts and hands with any or all of our Christian - 
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16 
a founders of our branch of the great Methodist family, and by the 
a Liessing of God we may hopefully expect to accomplish our full ghare 
ede of harvesting the world for Christ. | 


Corresponding Secretary, 


DOCUMENT E. 
a OFFICE OF THR BOARD OF PUBLICATION, METHODIST CuuRcH,) 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, May 15, 1871, 
a Abstract of Treasurer’s Report, from January 23, 1867, to May 15, 
| 1871. May 9. Bills Payable Mad River National Bank.... » $1,429 00 
Balance to credit of Press and Bindery....... 2,285 71. 
a: May 9. 5-20 Bonds in Mad River National Bank, heldin 
trust on Press and Bindery account......... $38,500 00 
Balance in Donation account........ 14 31 


All of which is Respectfully 
J. G EVANS, Treasurer. 


Vv 
i. 


UMEMT P. 
METHODISTIC UNION. 


_ The Committee on Methodistic ‘Union respectfully fubmit the fol- 
lowing Report: | 


1. The Methodist Church as a branch of the militant church of our | 
Lord Jesus Christ, stands now, as ever, with open hearts and exten- 
ded hands in Christian love and sympathy towards all evangelical 
Christian denominations; freely conceding to all their right to their 
peculiar views in all subjects notinvolving a violation of the princi 
ples of the word of God, even as we desire to have our rights in these 
ne things. We ardently desire, and shall earnestly cultivate that spirit 
Raat of friendly intercourse, and interchange of labor with one another, 

pet] which Gospel love and Holy Ghostreligionteaches. We stand ready 
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The Sabbath-school in ifs inculcation of a Christian morality is one 


ofthe most efficient appliances under God now in the hands of the 
church, for diverting from the young a multiform infidelity, and of 
neutralizing the moral miasma so fearfully accumulating; hence the 
parent, the commun ty, or the church that does not give this cause a 


hearty sympathy and co-oporation, exposes itself to a feartul respon- 


sibility. 


. And, whereas, there isa growing belief among Sabbath-school 


workers that what is now known as Union Sabbath-schools do not 

teach a distinctive and positive Christian faith, hence are not as ef- 

fective asdesirable. 
And, wheréas, most Christian people are making Sabbath-schools, 


under their influence denominational, and yet by Sabbath-school con- 
ventions, Union concerts, and other means, seek to inculcate and 


cultivate a more cordial Christian love and co-operation; therefore, 
werecommend, 


-. 41. That our people work more earnestly in support of this noble | 


cause of God. | 


9. Where practicable, that Sabbath-schools under our influence be 


made denominational. | 

38. That a committee be appointed to draft a Constitution for the 
government of Sabbath-schools, to be reported for actian by this Gen- 
eral Conference, during its present session. 

4, That a committee be appointed to compile a Catechism adapted 
 §. That the Annual Conferences take hold of the subject of Sabbath- 
schools with renewed vigor, and that under the Constitution and 
Catechism adopted by this General Conference, adapt the work tothe 


peculiarities of their several localities. 


6. As an agency calculated to give invaluable information, ripe 
experience, and diffuse earnest life into Sabbath-school workers, we 


would recommend that our people co-operate more zealously with 


the friends of Sabbath-schools in Township, County, and State Sab- 
bath-school Conventions. 

We esteem our chureh paper, known as the Sunday School, as sec- 
ond to none in this department of Publications, and urge that Meth- 
odists labor to give it a more general circulation. © 

8. Care should be taken to see that the Music with all the Literature 


will promote an earnest Christian life. | 


usedin the Sunday School is full of a Christian morality, such as 


J. H. LUSE, Chairman. 
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our oneness of view in faith and doctrine, and in church 


18 


ly and candidly consider the importance of our being unit 


one organization, thus increasing our efficiency both in seeking 3° 
salvation of souls and building up the church government y 
liberal principles of the Bible. ere 

5. AS the maincause that brought about a division. of the Meth 
odist Protestant Church, in the providence of od has been : 
Ant as, perhaps, all the disturbances and divisions of feeli 
Methottist Protestant people in years gone by, grew out of the cause 
alluded to, now that the cause is gone, why not let all its effects, a. 
far as possible, go with it? Cease attempting to adjust the past b 


hg among 


-eriminating and recriminating each other, and “even as Christ for- 


vave you, so forgive. ye one another,” and start anew. In view of 


| government, 
it is exceedingly desirable that we should be one body, instead of 


two, as we now are; and thereby impairing our strength, and crip- 


pon the 


removed, 


pling our efficiency in the common cause we both so dearly cherish, | 
In the-love of the Saviour, and by the precious memories of those 


honored servants of God, who were the founders of the Metnodist 
Protestant Church, we invite our brethren tomeet us in an effort to 
effect union ofthe two churches. 

We recommend that the fraternal delegates apponted by the Gen- 
eral Conference, be constituted a Commission to receive any propo- 
‘sition looking toward union that may be made by the General Con- 
ferenee of the Methodist Protestant Church, and report the same to 


the next Geueral Conference of the Methodist Church. We also hope | 


that the literature of both churches will be freely interchanged. 
In conclusion, we trust that the Providence of God may open the 


way so that the now divided family of Methodism may see the prac. © 


ticability and duty of uniting inone body, without the loss of self- 
respect of either, or the sacrifice of the Scriptural convictions or con- 
scientious scruples of any. So may the Great Head of the Church 
direct our minds and control our hearts. | | a 


W. H. J ORDAN, Chairman. 


DOCUMENT a. 
SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS. , 


Your committee recognize the Sabbath-school catise as the child of 
Providence, an integral part and hope of the church. With the pres- 


ent organization of society, our children and youth are peculiarly ex- 


posed, Infidelity in its injurious forms and the corruptions now 80 
common in their influence early fall upon the youth. 


Sp 
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